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The Gates Are Pearls 


By Sara Elizabeth Sprouse 


were twelve pearls; 
of one pearl” (Rev. 


“And the twelve gates 
every several gate was 
21:21). 

ACH gate is made of a single pearl 
In the New Jerusalem, 
Twelve gates, twelve pearls, and we enter 

The City of Ged through them. 


And many another gate is made 
Of this life-built, pain-bought gem: 
There’s a mother’s loss and a Saviour’s 
cross, 
And we pass into life through them. 
The pain is allowed for the moment, 
But the glory eternal awaits. 
God makes the heavenly gates all of 
pearls 
And all of our pearls into gates. 


we 
te 


What Saith the Scriptures? 


Before applying a Scripture passage, 
we must know exactly what it says. 
This may seem obvious, but it is an im- 
portant principle that is not always ob- 
served. Every Scripture reference or 
quotation in every manuscript that goes 
into THe SunpDAY ScHoo. Times is care- 
fully checked, and it is surprising that 
Slight variations are found in many. 
Since the Scriptures are inspired of God, 





it is doubly important that we should 
learn first exactly what they say and 
what they mean, and then apply them 
to particular situations. Some things are 
supposed to be Bible texts which are not. 
For example, one sometimes hears the 
phrase, “Whom to know aright is life 
eternal”; but this probably comes from 
a vague recollection of John 17:3, “And 
this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.” Again, someone 
may quote, “The silver and the gold are 
and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills.” This is true, but it is made up of 
two widely separated texts: “The silver 
is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the 


mine, 


Lord of hosts” (Hag, 2:8); and, “For 
every beast of the forest is mine, and 
the cattle upon a thousand hills” (Psa. 
50:10). It is generally thought that Ab- 


salom was caught in a tree by his hair. 
He may have been, but the Bible does 
not say exactly that. Here is the refer- 
ence to the incident: “And Absalom rode 
upon a mule, and the mule went under 
the thick boughs of a great oak, and his 
head caught hold of the oak, and he was 
taken up between the heaven and the 
earth; and the mule that was under him 
went away” (2 Sam, 18:9). The im- 


< 


portance of observing the words care- 
fully is illustrated in the Scripture itself. 
Writing to the Galatians, Paul makes 
the distinction between the singular and 
the plural, thus: “Now to Abraham and 
his seed were the promises made. He 
saith not, And to seeds, as of many, but 
as of one, And to thy seed, which is 
Christ” (3:16). “To interpret Scripture,” 
wrote Dr, W. Graham Scroggie of Eng- 
land, “is to discover what God originally 
and directly meant by the writing of it; 
to apply Scripture is to get out of it 
for the present need of our souls what 
He may be pleased to disclose to us; 
but our first duty is to interpret, to apply 
is secohdary. , . . We must read the Scrip- 
tures intelligently if we would reap the 
largest and richest harvest.” A modern 
fallacy is to say that the words of Scrip- 
ture not important, and that it is 
only the spirit we need to grasp. This 


are 


principle applied to timetables, calen- 
dars, telephone books, and pay rolls 
would soon produce chaos. The Lord 


Jesus said, “The words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and they are life” 
(John 6:63). Careful reading, quotation, 
and application of the words of Scrip- 
ture bring rich dividends in knowledge 
and spiritual life. 


~“ 


A Faith That Sings 


“About midnight Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing hymns unto God” 
(Acts 16:25, R.V.). 


NE of the outstanding features of 
O the Christian faith is that it en- 
ables men and women to smile 
and sing under all circumstances; in 
sunshine and in shadow, in joy and in 
sorrow, in strength and in weakness, in 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Now unto him that is able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or thirk, according to 
the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen” (Eph. 3: 
20, 21). 




















life and in death. Our blessed Re- 
deemer led the way by His own ex- 
ample, and down through the centuries 
millions have followed in His steps. 
After the Last Supper, when He knew 
He would be betrayed, arrested, tried, 
mocked, beaten, crucified, He joined in 
the singing of a hymn (Matt, 26:30). 
Even the terrible ordeal of Calvary did 
not prevent our Lord from singing this 
hymn of praise unto God. 

After His death, resurrection, and as- 
cension manz of His disciples suffered 
for His name’s sake, and such was their 
faith that persecution could not quench 
their joy, or silence their song. Peter 


and John actually “rejoiced” that they 
were counted worthy to suffer for their 
Lord. The early disciples were exhorted 
to speak to one another “in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making 


melody in your heart to the 
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Lord” (Eph. 5:19). Their conditions were 
often harsh, they had to endure much 
persecution and privation, yet their 
hearts were full of joyous song because 
the Saviour’s presence and grace was 
so real to them. They did glory in tribu- 
lation (Rom. 5:3) and counted “it all 
joy” when subjected to great trials 
(Jas, 1:2). 

In the example of Paul and Silas we 
see what faith in Christ enables men to 
endure joyfully and songfully. After 
being roughly handled by those whose 
financial interests had been imperiled by 
Paul’s healing of a’ mad slave girl, they 
were brought before the magistrates, 
where they were charged with lawless- 
ness. Influenced by the raving mob, the 
magistrates commanded that Paul and 
Silas should be beaten with rods, and 
after much brutal flogging they were 
handed over to the jailer, who cast them 
into prison and made sure they would 
not escape by placing their feet in the 
stocks. What was the apostles’ reaction 
to their sufferings? Did these mission- 
aries of the cross, whose backs were full 
of gaping, bleeding wounds, cry and 
murmur? Did they call upon Christ, and 
ask Him why He did not come to their 
aid? No, for we read that at midnight, 
when their pains and smarts would be 
at their worst, they were praying and 
singing hymns unto God (Acts 16:25). 
They were the forerunners of a vast host, 
who, through the inspiration of the 
Christian faith and hope, have found 
it. gloriously possible to sing under the 
hardest circumstances. In loss, priva- 
tion, sorrow, suffering, death the saints 
have glorified their Lord by their cour- 
age, radiancy, and song. Many from a 
long experience can say with Job, 
He “giveth songs in the night” (Job 
35:10). In the night of sorrow and suf- 
fering they have had special grace given 
to them, which has enabled them to sing 
“songs of expectation marching to the 
promised land.” 

We are told that the fellow prisoners 
of Paul and Silas “heard them.” When 
we look into it we find there is a deeper 
meaning. It does not mean a mere 
casual hearing, for the word has the 
sense of “listening.” They gave concen- 
trated attention to the words the mis- 
sionaries were singing. They were lis- 
tening as men listen to the voice of God, 
and it is quite possible some of these 
interested and fascinated listeners were 
converted, and later on after their re- 
lease told the community in Philippi 
how they were led to Christ. To be 
able to sing in prison at midnight is 
the special gift and grace of Christ. 

Faith in Jesus Christ is able to make 
a man independent of circumstances and 
superior to his surroundings. Christ is 
so real that believers have experienced 
a sense of freedom of mind and soul, and 
of joy and peace, even in a prison cell. 
Writing of his prison experience, John 
Bunyan said: “I never had in all my 
life so great an inlet into the Word of 
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God as now. Those Scriptures that I 
saw nothing in before were made in this 
place and state to shine upon me; Jesus 
Christ also was never more real and 
apparent than now; here I have seen 
and felt Him indeed.” A living faith 
in Christ does enable the believer to 
“rejoice in the Lord alway” (Phil, 4:4), 
(Continued on page 827) 
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A Prophetic Plant ? 


Your magazine has been coming to 
me many years, and now a request 
for the “Notes on Open Letters.” 

A few months ago I read in a mag- 
azine published in California , . . an 
article which I would like verified if 
possible. I am enclosing a copy of 
this article and wish to know some- 
thing about verifying it—A California 
reader. 


The enclosed item was as follows: 


Jesus Is CoMING SOON 
EVEN THE TALMUD SAYS 


Dr. Mary Stone of China recently 
visited the Hebrew University in Jeru- 
salem. A professor said to her in a 
laboratory, “Come over here and I will 
show you something of great interest.” 
She was shown a preserved plant, and 
the professor said: “This plant in 
Hebrew is called Tzelaff. It is spoken 
cf in our Talmud. We are told there 
that when our Messiah is about to 
come this plant will be found growing 
in Palestine. It springs up in the 
night, bears leaves, and then a bud in 
the forenoon, and a full crimson flower 
blooms at noon. In the afternoon it 
begins to change, and in place of a 
flower there is a berry of fruit forming 
and by night the fruit is full grown, 
as you see it here. Today all over 
Palestine this plant is to be found. 
We know the Messiah is coming soon.” 

The professor told of the preparation 
for the erection of the Temple, that 
the various parts were even now being 
prepared. and he spoke with anticipa- 
tion [of the fact] that God would help 
to secure the much needed Temple 
area. 


The Editor wrote to Dr. Mary Stone, 
who with Miss Jennie V. Hughes is 
founder and director of the Bethel Mis- 
sion of China, with present headquarters 
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at 249 S. Sierra Bonita, Pasadena 4, Dr. 
Stone replied that the account of her 
visit was correct, except that it was not 
recent but had been made in 1936. It 
was not surprising that Dr, Stone could 
no longer remember the name of the 
professor, and she concluded, “Thank- 
ing you for your letter and assuring you 
of my happiness in being able to con- 
firm this most interesting incident in 
Jerusalem, where all truly Christian 
eyes should be centered at this time.” 

The Editor then wrote to Mrs. Ber- 
nice Gibson in Jerusalem, who has been 
a missionary in Palestine for many 
years. She kindly replied promptly and 
fully, and her interesting letter follows: 

“Your letter of June 1 arrived some 
days ago, but only yesterday or day be- 
fore, rather, I learned to whom I might 
go for the information regarding the 
plant you mention, and only this morn- 
ing I managed to see the old botanist 
himself, 

“This old botanist, who, by the way, 
was for some years professor of Botany 
at the Hebrew University, gave me the 
attached sketch of the plant called Tze- 
laff. The Latin name is capparis spinosa, 
and perhaps the common English name 
is Caper bush, 

“IT had never heard of the plant nor 
of the tradition about it. The profes- 
sor says that it does grow up in the 
night and puts forth one flower by noon 
and the flower closes before evening 
and the next day another flower appears. 
This continues every day for two months, 
from sometime in May to sometime in 
July. Some sort of preservative is made 
from the buds of the flower. The so- 
called ‘fruit’ is nothing but a little seed- 
pod, 

“Professor A. says it does grow here 
in Israel at present. He thought he re- 
membered that it is mentioned in the 
Talmud and promised to look that up. 

“By the way, I was very happy indeed 
to make the acquaintance of this old pro- 
fessor and his wife. They are very de- 
vout in their way and we became warm 
friends almost at first sight! 

“About preparations for rebuilding 
the Temple—I have heard rumors of 
that off and on for many years, but 
strangely enough always from American 
Gentile sources, never here in Israel! 
However, I asked a Hebrew teacher 
whom I chanced to meet if he knew any- 
thing of such plans and he said the 
only thing he ever heard was a short 
article in one of the Hebrew dailies 
about three weeks ago about an old 
man who had collected some things for 
the Temple. This old man has died. The 
teacher promised to inquire into the 
matter. If possible I hope to get the 
copy of the daily which had the article. 

“How we do rejoice for all the multi- 
plied evidences that “the time to favour 
her [Zion], yea, the set time, is come”! 
(Psa, 102:13.) We can expect the Lord 

(Continued on page 826) 
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A Pioneer Among Mexican Indians 


Glimpses of the inspiring life and work 


of Dr. James G. Dale 


WO missionaries climbed a hill on 
the edge of an Indian village deep 
in tropical Mexico. In the midst 
of underbrush and outcroppings of rock 
they knelt to pray and take possession 
of the land about them by faith. “Lord, 
we ask Thee to give us this hill,” they 


prayed. “We haven't any money, but 
we thank Thee right now for giving 
it to us.” 


One of the men was L. L. Legters, 
Bible teacher and conference speaker, 
representative of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency. The other was James Gary 
Dale, missionary in Mexico since 1899, 
who had been released from his obliga- 
tions to the Associated Reformed Pres- 
byterian mission beard to open a faith 
work among the neglected Indians of 
Mexico. 

The eight-acre hilltop where those two 
men knelt twenty years ago, then so 
isolated and barren, is today the head- 
quarters of the  interdenominational 
Mexican Indian Mission, the principal 
evangelistic center for half a million 
Aztec Indians, and the po‘ential source 
of native evangelists for the rest of 
Mexico’s forty-five tribes. 


“With long life will I satisfy him, 
and skew him my salvation” (Psa. 
91:16). This Old Testament prom- 
ise was made to the man that “dwell- 
eth in the secret place of the most 
High” and who made the Lord his 
“habitation.” But it is not given to 
every Christian worker to see the 
promise fulfilled in this age of the 
Church, for some are taken in middle 
age, or even earlier. But Dr. Dale 
is one of those vigorous, Chris- 
tian warriors who is still given the 
health and strength to go on in God’s 
work at an advanced age. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Fountain 
have been missionaries of the Mex- 
ican Indian Mission for several years, 
and out of his intimate contact with 
the founder and director of the Mis- 
sion, Mr. Fountain tells this inter- 
esting story. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
the Executive Vice-President of The 
Sunday School Times, is chairman of 
the Board of the Mission, and the 
headquarters are on the same floor 
with the Times offices, at 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 7. 


By THOMAS E. FOUNTAIN 


operation. He agrees with other out- 
standing leaders in the conviction that 
the evangelizing of the Indians and the 
establishing of a native church will be 
effective only if it is built around the 
work of national evangelists who have 
been adequately trained for their minis- 
try. The training school in operation 
in Tamazunchale was designed to put 
such a program in practice. 

Dr. Dale himself feels that the Mis- 
sion is on the right track, as long as 
it continues with an adequate prayer 
backing. His personal prayer life seems 
to bear this out He says: “During 
these twenty years that we have spent 
among the Aztecs, God has wrought won- 
ders. Five times each day we have had 
stated times of prayer in our home.” 

He points with the deepest gratitude 
to nearly a dozen buildings scattered 
over the mission hill, the strong local 
congregation, the home for the little 
Indian girls, the training school, the 
corps of native evangelists, the hundred 
or more congregations throughout the 
field, and the increasing number of 
American and Canadian missionaries 

who have come to help out. He 





The present emphasis on 
evangelizing the forgotten In- 
dian is due chiefly to the 
original efforts of Dr. Dale, 
founder and director of the 
Mission, who is now eighty-one 
years old. Now well past his 
golden anniversary of service 
in Mexico, he has taken the lead 
and set the pace for rural 
evangelism. Today, even at his 
advanced age, he refuses sugges- 
tions of retirement and continues 
to inspire his missionary col- 
leagues in every Genomination. 

Twenty years ago nothing 
worth mentioning had _ been 
done to take the Gospel to the 
six million Mexican Indians. 
But God called His man, clos- 
ing the door to a remarkably 
effective work in the beautiful 
Gulf port of Tampico, and open- 
ing the door to what was then 
the remote Indian village of 
Tamazunchale. Today twelve 
thousand Indians are personally 
grateful for that call of God, 
and fifty trained native evange- 
lists are at work in five states 
of the republic. 

The mission founded by Dr. 
Dale has attracted widespread 
attention and favorable com- 
ment, due especially to the fact 
that he has put the best mis- 
sion theories into practical 














James G. Dale, D.D. 


explains simply, “God has heard 
our prayers in a marvelous 
way.” 

The elderly missionary’s zeal 
for evangelism is traceable to 
his earliest childhood. His home 
in Oak Hill, Ala., where he was 
born on June 21, 1870, was a 
godly place, filled with love for 
Christ. This, he feels, may be 
the reason why he was never 
able to fix the date of his con- 
version His earliest recollec- 
tions are of a deep desire to 
become a Gospel minister. He 
is amused now at his childish 
fear that the world would all 
be converted and sanctified be- 
fore he would be old enough 
to preach! 

His home town church re- 
ceived him into membership 
when he was twelve, and after 
the regular grade and high 
school courses, he entered Ers- 
kine College at Due West, S. C 
Though already definitely a 
Christian, young Dale’s college 
life was similar in some respects 
to that cf his schoolmates. He 
confesses with a chuckle to the 
prankish streak which made 
him creep into the chapel of 
the adjoining girls’ school one 
night and tie the bell rope to 
the tail of a young calf he had 
brought with him. He recalls 
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with greater pain how he allowed some 
of the boys to persuade him to take a 
Single drink of beer. But as he reflected 
on what his parents would think of him, 
he came to tearful repentance. 

True to his childhood longing to be 
a minister, he entered the United Pres- 
byterian Theological Seminary in 1893. 
Soon afterward, sickness forced him to 
lay aside his studies, though at the same 
time the way was opened for him to 
take courses at the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute in Chicago for three months. 

That brief stay at Moody during 1894 
brought about the needed crisis and 
transformation in his spiritual life. Dr. 
R. A. Torrey, who was superintendent, 
took a personal interest in him and 
taught him the deeper truths of the 
Christian life. “It was an earthquake 
in my personal experience,” he declares, 
The teaching on the Holy Spirit, the 
Second Coming, and foreign missions 
made lasting impressions on the life 
of Dr, Dale. He returned to seminary 
with a transformed purpose and zeal, 
and completed his studies in 1896, now 
a definite volunteer for foreign missions, 


Learning To Walk by Faith 

Dr. Dale’s experience with the Lord 
at Moody considerably deepened his life 
of prayer and faith, and he was soon 
called upon to put that faith into prac- 
tical living. Two years after seminary 
he volunteered for missionary service 
in Mexico under the Associated Re- 
formed Presbyterian Board. But when 
he realized that there were no funds 
to send him out, he offered to go and 
trust God to meet his financial need. 
Unusual as the request might seem in 
that day, the board accepted his offer, 
and in October, 1899, he took a train 
for Mexico. 

In the small city of Rio Verde he be- 
gan his study of Spanish, interrupting 
it pleasantly from time to time to court 
Miss Katherine Neel, M.D., whom he had 
known while he was in seminary. She 
had begun an effective medical minis- 
try in Ciudad del Maiz the former year. 
Young Dale found it necessary.to travel 
on horseback over the sixty miles of 
desert and mountain country that sep- 
arated them. But the difficulties were 
not insuperable, and they were married 
in 1900 in the evangelical chapel in 
Ciudad del Maiz, 

Soon afterward the young couple was 
sent to Rio Verde, where in later years 
an incident occurred that illustrates both 
the marvelous protection of God and the 
prayer life which sets Dr. Dale apart 
from the multitude. The revolution of 
1910 was in progress and outlaw bands 
roamed the country, plundering and 
murdering at will. Word reached them 
one Sunday afternoon that a band of 
three hundred men were on their way to 
Rio Verde. The populace became greatly 
alarmed, since there were no federal 
troops stationed there. The Dales went 


to prayer, and within a short time there 
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was a violent cloudburst. The ma- 
rauders would have to cross a river in 
order to enter town, but before this was 
possible, the quiet river became a rush- 
ing, treacherous torrent which turned 
back the band of outlaws. 

But unstable conditions made it in- 
advisable to carry on in Mexico, and 
after prayer, Dr. Dale decided to move 
to Tampico. Later, by order of the 
American Government and the board of 
missions, the family returned to the 
United States until things should be- 
come more settled in Mexico. 

When it was quiet again in 1919, the 
board asked Dr. Dale to take charge of 
the work in Tampico. There they found 
that the prevailing nationalistic spirit 
had caused the two congregations for- 
merly established by other missionaries 
to declare themselves independent, and 
refuse to co-operate with any mission 
poard. The Dales were obliged to begin 
anew. Though their first meeting was 
attended by only two Mexicans, eight 
years later they had established five new 
congregations with a total of eight hun- 
dred converts. 

One spring morning in 1928, an Aztec 
Indian knocked on the door of their 
Tampico home. He was Senor Martin 
Mendoza from the village of Cozcatlan, 
one hundred and fifty miles to the south- 
west, deep in Indian country. Don Mar- 
tir had heard a little of the Gospel, and 
traveled several days on foot to learn 
how to be saved. Dr. Dale talked with 
him for two hours, making the way 
Finally they knelt in prayer, 
received Christ as 


plain. 
while the Indian 
Saviour, 

Thereafter, Don Martin came nightly 
to the Dale home to study God’s Word. 
But the burden of his own people with- 
out God lay heavy on his heart. He 
could talk of nothing but taking Dr. 
Dale back with him to evangelize the 
Aztec tribe. 


Disappointment—His Appointment 

At first it seemed impossible even to 
consider leaving the work in Tampico 
which was enjoying such blessing from 
God. However, certain Tampico doc- 
tors began a campaign against Mrs. 
Dale’s medical work, claiming they could 
not compete with her since she gave 
away her medicines. But it was pro- 
fessional jealousy which finally suc- 
ceeded in closing up her little clinic, 
and made the Dales consider a new call 
from God. Don Martin’s repeated invi- 
tations to go with him to open work 
among the Indians were becoming more 
and more of a burden on Dr. Dale’s 
heart. They decided at last that this 
was God’s Macedonian call to Indian- 
land. 

Back in the United States for a con- 
ference with the mission board, they 
were informed that there was no money 
to open a work among the Indians. But 
at the Dales’ request, they were released 
from their obligations, to open such a 
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work on faith. While Mrs. Dale rested 
in a sanatorium, Dr. Dale returned to 
Mexico to make arrangements for a 
home in the isolated village of Tama- 
zunchale. When Mrs, Dale arrived, she 
found that their temporary home was 
to be a two-room mud hut, infested with 
spiders, scorpions, rats, and snakes. This 
was no fault of Dr. Dale’s. It was merely 
the best of available homes for rent. 
Obviously, the most urgent need was 
a place to build a home. After some 
searching, Dr. Dale and the Rev, L. L. 
Legters, who had come to help survey 
the prcespects for evangelism, climbed 
the hill on the south side of the town 
and knelt in prayer, asking God for the 
land for the proposed mission quarters 
At first the owner was unwilling to sell 
but as the missionaries continued in 
prayer the following week, he changed 
his mind and agreed. No funds were in 
hand immediately, but by the time th« 
papers were ready for the needed siv- 
natures, they had received the whole 
amount necessary for the purchase 
Construction began immediately on 
the new home, and God supplied funds 
as the building progressed. Then fol- 
lowed a series of other needed build 
ings. And for each one, God 
mysteriously on the hearts of friends at 
home to meet the increasing needs, 


Ineved 


The Dale Family 

Through the years God blessed the 
union of Dr. and Mrs. Dale with five 
children, four of whom are living. Dr 
Belle Dale Poole is state physician in 
charge of children’s diseases at Pasa- 
dena. Mrs. S. B, L. Penrose, Jr., is the 
wife of the president of the American 
University at Beirut, Lebanon. Prof 
Jesse M. Dale occupies the chair of 
English at the Presbyterian College in 
Bogota, Colombia; and John T. Dale, 
Litt.D., is associate director of the Mex- 
ican Indian Mission in Tamazunchale 

When in May, 1941, a serious heart 
condition of long standing finally took 
Mrs. Dale away from her work and fam- 
ily, God had already caused the labor 
of the aging missionary couple to bea 
a glorious harvest among the Indians 
Mrs. Dale’s passing was mourned by 
thousands of those whom she had served 
in Mexico, as well as a large numbe: 
of friends and acquaintances in the 
homeland. Remarkably enough, in the 
providence of God, her passing did not 
greatly affect the fruitfulness of the 
ministry in  Indianland. It merely 
changed its outward character. God 
continued to save souls and increase the 
outreach of the Gospel. 

At this period the Mexican Indian 
Mission was more thoroughly organized 
through the addition of a home council! 
The new council soon sent a number of 
missionaries to Dr. Dale to begin ex- 
pansion of the work according to his 
plan to place a missionary in every 
tribe. At present the mission has a total 
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Lesson for October 7 


of nineteen missionaries working in six 
mission stations. 

In December, 1943, Dr. Dale an- 
nounced to a surprised but heartily ap- 
proving home council his intention to 
remarry. And in the early months of 
1944 he took his bride, the former Miss 
Mabel Poston, Bible teacher and con- 
ference speaker, to Tamazunchale. The 
new Mrs. Dale soon took her place in 
active service, in spite of many difficul- 
ties presented by her late start, and 
was able to restore a homelike atmos- 
phere to the house on the Tamazunchale 
hilltop. 

The exact date of Dr. Dale’s golden 
anniversary in Mexico passed with little 
notice. But in one of the meetings of 
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the annual convention in November, 
1949, attended by delegates from con- 
gregations throughout the field, students, 
evangelists, speakers, and missionaries 
presented a special program in cele- 
bration of the anniversary. 

Dr. Dale believes that day may not 
be far in the future, especially when 
the revival he expects comes to Mex- 
ico. “Though it tarry,” he quotes, “wait 
for it, for it shall surely come.” With 
undimmed spiritual eyes he sees the time 
when every Mexican Indian tribe shall 
have its evangelistic witness, and join 
in singing praises to Jesus Christ their 
Redeemer. e 

HUAUCHINANGO, MEx. 


Providing Good Music for the Sunday School 


Two principles that will help you to provide your 
boys and girls with a rich spiritual heritage 


F YOU would provide good music 

for your Sunday school, first, magnify 
the importance of good music. Remem- 
ber, the Scriptures quote God as asking 
Job (38:4, 7), “Where wast thou when 
I laid the foundations of the earth? de- 
clare, if: thou hast understanding. 
When the morning stars sang together, 
and all of the sons of God shouted for 
joy?” In 1 Chronicles 6:31, 32 we read, 
“And these are they whom David set 
over the service of song in the house 
of the Lord . . , they ministered before 
the dwelling place of the tabernacle of 
the congregation with singing.” 

David, ancestor of Christ, 
one of the most diversely gifted and 
best-loved men in human history, was 
called “the sweet singer of Israel,” 
and from childhood in Christian homes 
to the final memorial services, his poem- 
Psalms have been a source of beauty, 
solace, help, worship, and praise. 

Second, do not underestimate your 
pupils’ capabilities. There are not many 
Marian Andersons or John Charles 
Thomases among them, but there may 
be more good, usable voices than you 
suspect, 

Years opportunity came to me 
as principal of a public school, primary 
grades one to four, to test some of my 
own ideas regarding the possibilities of 
teaching small children large music, The 
results were most gratifying. 

The music teaching was largely done 
during the opening exercises. The chil- 
dren were predominantly foreign-born 
or of immigrant parentage, so presum- 
ably were somewhat handicapped in un- 
derstanding the adult English of our 
great hymns and solos. But I wish that 
all workers with children could have 
heard them sing President McKinley’s 
favorite hymns (the experiment began 
during the September in which he died), 


Jesus and 


ago, 


By EDNA C. JONES 


“The Holy City” and others of about 
the same class, as well as secular songs 
not usually considered as children’s 


songs. 
When the superintendent of scheols 
in that Jersey county inspected the 


school, his astonishment at the chil- 
dren’s singing moved him to a commen- 
datory speech, the most of which none 
of the youngsters understood, but all 
could understand his remark, “I have 
heard about a dozen of the most famous 
singers in America sing “The Holy City,” 
but never have I heard it as impressively 
sung as you have just sung it; and there 
is no such singing in any school in the 
county, not even in the high schools.” 

Our great hymns can be so taught that 
they become invaluable timbers in the 
framework of Christian living. Care in 
selecting the hymnbooks is imperative. 
With our wealth of magnificent religious 
music there is no excuse for unattrac- 
tive melodies or cheap, rowdy-dow 
words carrying no important message. 

My beloved grandmother died when I 
was eight years old, and now, after more 
than sixty years, I can still hear her 
singing, “The Home of the Soul” and 
other Gospel hymns, and I thrill at the 
picture those hymns created in my 
childish mind, precious beyond telling! 
The age of a hymn counts but little; it 
is its content and inherent beauty. There 
are lovely new ones. 

What Christian has not clung desper- 
ately through storm, temptation, and dis- 
appointments to “How Firm a Founda- 
tion,” learned as a child, and since 
proved through years of stress and test- 
ing? The really fine ones wear well, 

While teaching Juniors in our Sun- 
day school, we added to our memory 
Scriptures the memorizing (all of the 
stanzas, usually) of such fine, singable, 
and essential hymns as, “There Is a 
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Green Hill Far Away,” which tells beau- 
tifully and unforgettably the story of 
Christ’s love and mission, its cost, and 
our salvation. Sung to Gower’s setting, 
the range is so narrow that anyone who 
can carry a tune can easily sing it. 

Our songbooks were badly worn and 
samples of several kinds were secured 
and distributed among the teachers and 
officers for consideration. For over a 
year they were discussed; and decently, 
in Christian love, we sort of divided into 
two groups about the books we felt de- 
sirable. One group leaned toward the 
newer, lighter type; the other preferred 
the finer, somewhat more dignified kind. 
Unable to arrive at a decision, the sug- 
gestion was made that someone from 
each group play at random through the 
book of her choice, thus giving those who 
did not play an instrument a better idea 
of the contents of that book; and this 
met with favor, 

After the one who was using the more 
dignified type had played a representa- 
tive number of hymns, the other player 
arose, hesitated a moment, then drop- 
ped her arms helplessly, saying, “What 
is the use—after that?” and gave up 
completely. The very obvious difference 
settled that, amicably and finally. 

Oftentimes a crowd of Christian peo- 
ple on a trip, or on some occasion when 
hymnbooks are not available, will start 
hymnsinging. The first verse will go 
pretty well; the second begins to wobble 
and thin out; and usually there is not 
much beyond that. So for some time my 
ironing was done alongside an open 
hymnbook, while I memorized favorite 
hymns entirely. That hymn treasury 
becomes more precious as eyes age, or 
when a hymnbook is not always at hand 
at a needed moment. And the messages 
become dearer with passing years as 
blessed associations grow, and losses 
need compensation, 

When committed to memory, hymns 
like the lovely and inspiring Christmas 
hymn, “There is room in my heart for 
Thee,” for instance, with its unforget- 
table telling of the story of the Advent, 
and its personal challenge to all from 
childhood to old age, become part of 
our spiritual furniture. Avoid the thread- 
bare; add new pieces, 

Carefully selected, sympathetically ex- 
plained, and taught to children, such 
hymns become part of one’s very life. 
They are a comfort in trouble and sor- 
row, a help in struggle, a promise and 
hope for life here and hereafter, and 
they readily become among the most 
completely useful and remembered items 
in one’s Christian armament. 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and ad- 
monishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 
3:16), and may He deliver us all from 
jungle rhythms and trash! 

ORANGEBURG, N. Y. 
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The Shelter Hymn 
By William J. Hart, D.D. 


66’ END me something new to help me 

in my Gospel work,” was the call 
sent by the great evangelistic singer, 
associated with D. L. Moody in campaign 
work. The message from Ira D. Sankey 
reached William O, Cushing in Moravia, 
N. Y., in 1876, and he said, “A call from 
such a source, and for such a purpose, 
seemed a call from God.” He so re- 
garded it, and his prayer was, “Lord, 
give me something that may glorify 
Thee.” 

The result was that he composed the 
song, “Hiding in Thee,” and Sankey ar- 
ranged the tune, under which it ap- 
pears in the hymnbook of British Meth- 
odism, “Shelter.” The author afterwards 
wrote: “It must be said of this hymn 
that it was the outgrowth of many years, 
many heart conflicts and soul-yearnings, 
of which the world can know nothing.” 

The hymn, widely used for evangelistic 
purposes, also proved to be one of 
prayerful confidence and hope during 
World War II, the history of which was 
related by Dr. W. E, Sangster, London, 
minister of Westminster Central Hall, 
when, on July 9, 1950, a ¢lock was un- 
veiled at a service in the basement to 
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commemorate the use of that part of 
the building as an air raid shelter dur- 
ing the war. This was exactly five years 
after the shelter had been closed. 

Dr. Sangster related how, during the 
grim days of London’s bombing, the 
shelter had remained open every night 
from September, 1940, until the end of 
the war in Europe. During that time 
nearly half a million people, from differ- 
ent walks of life, had found refuge in 
the shelter. Mrs, Sangster and a large 
body of volunteer workers staffed the 
building, and the engineer of Central 
Hall was the Shelter Marshal. He also 
unveiled the clock which had been sub- 
scribed ‘for by the shelterers themselves. 

During the service the assembled com- 
pany joined with the choir in singing 
the “Shelter Hymn”——the one they sang 
nightly as they committed themselves 
to God’s protecting care before they lay 
down to rest: 


O safe to the Rock that is higher than I, 
My soul in its conflicts and sorrows would 


fly, 

So sinful, so weary, Thine. Thine would 
I be, 

Thou blest Rock of Ages, I'm hiding in 
Thee! 


Hiding in Thee! Hiding in Thee! 
Thou blest Rock of Ages, I’m hiding in 
Thee! 


Lacona, N. Y. 


Anyone Can Lead Group Singing 


Six rules for those who would help young folks to sing together 


HE ability to lead group singing is 

a skill that any church or Sunday 
school worker will find invaluable. Have 
you ever been stranded, even for a few 
moments, with a group of youngsters, 
without a single thing to do to fill in 
the time? Do you ever help arrange 
or conduct worship services, parties, or 
programs? If so, you don’t need to be 
told that this is true. But—did you ever 
consider learning to be a song leader? 

Anyone who can beat time and carry 
a tune can learn to lead group singing. 

Don't confuse group singing with 
choral singing and other forms of sing- 
ing for entertainment. The purpose of 
group singing is not to entertain others, 
or necessarily to sound well, but to give 
all present an opportunity to participate, 

The song has been announced, the 
words and music are in each person’s 
hands. 

1. Get the attention of the group by 
raising the hands high enough for all 
to see. 

2. Give the starting pitch. If you have 
an accompanist, have her play a chord, 
a note, or a short introduction. Be sure 
you know, through previous agreement, 
which of these it is to be. If you have 
no accompanist, hum the starting note, 
trying to pitch the tune in the best key, 


By IVA M. BARKER 


neither too high nor too low, for the 
average voice. 

3. Give the “ready” signal. The sim- 
plest way to do this is to say, “Ready.” 
Another way is to give some special 
hand motion large enough to attract the 
attention of the group. 

4. Start the singing with a downward 
motion of the hand if the song starts 
on the first note of the measure, with 
an upward motion if it starts on the 
last note. More about this later, 

5. Beat time to the music. There are 
two reasons for beating time: first, to 
keep everyone singing together; second, 
to set the pace fast or slow. It isn’t 
necessary to use any special kind of mo- 
tion such as is used by porfessional con- 
ductors. Use whatever type of motion 
seems natural to you. 

6. Indicate the ending by a distinct 
sideways motion of the arm and hand, 
as if to cut or snatch the note from the 
group. This is done so that everyone 
will stop singing at the same time. 

The music is interpreted by having the 
group sing louder or softer; by changing 
the tempo; by holding a note. It isn't 
necessary to tell the -group what the 
various motions mean. They’ll get the 
idea if you’re sure yourself what you 
want them to do. To indicate that you 
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want them to sing louder, turn palms 
up and increase the size of your motions; 
to indicate softer, turn palms down and 
make smaller motions as though to hush 
the group. Faster motions speed up the 
singing, slower mctions slow it down. 
Make the motions before a “hold” larger 
to get the attention of the group (usually 
these are also slower), then “freeze” 
on the note you wish them to hold. Start 
the singing again with a large upswept 
motion, then go into the beat again. 

You will notice a heavier, or accented 
beat, at regular intervals throughout the 
song. This is the first beat of the meas- 
ure and should be indicated with a 
larger motion of the arm than the un- 
accented beats. It is natural to make 
this heavier beat a downward motion. 
If the first note of a song comes on the 
last, or unaccented beat, the starting 
motion is upward; if it comes on the 
first, or accented beat, as it usually does, 
the starting motion is downward. 

If you will look at the musical score, 
you will see that the measures are 
marked off with perpendicular lines. 
Notice the numbers, as four-four, three- 
four, six-eight, at the beginning of each 
song. These numbers tell the kind and 
number of notes to the measure in that 
particular song. Professional music di- 
rectors usually use a standard type of 
arm movement for each of the different 
kinds of music. The only one of these 
that you might like to borrow is the 
one for three-four time, which is a 
movement describing a triangle in the 
air, accented beat on the downstroke. 
You may use the same pattern for a 
slow six-eight time. But let your own 
sense of rhythm help you to develop a 
style that seems natural to you. These 
are only suggestions. 

In planning a program of group sing- 
ing, start out with a well-known song, 
preferably one with a fast tempo. It is 
often a good idea to sing the same song, 
same verse over a second time. That 
adds to the feeling of togetherness, as 
the folks are more familiar with the 
song now and can concentrate more on 
enjoying themselves as they sing. Praise 
them for improvement. Tell a_ short, 
amusing story. Make them laugh at 
you, at themselves, at anything that will 
get them to relax. Teach new songs 
in the middle of the program and close 
with a well-known song, or one that 
fits in with the part of the program to 


follow. Alternate fast songs with slow 
songs, and introduce a nonsense song 
once in awhile. Never, never try to 


lead a song with which you are not 
entirely familiar, both as to words and 
music. 

As with anything else, greater skill 
comes with more practice. So practice 
beating time while you go about your 
work. Lead the cat, the dog, the chil- 
dren, the neighbors. You'll have just 
as much fun out of it as they do. 

REEDSPORT, OREG, 











of 


th 


cu 
bl 


an 


Sol 


sol 
the 


Sic 
the 


Ap 
Bib 
gail 
mo\ 
wot 
line 
G. 
Bib 
tory 
of t 
of ( 
Aw 
yeal 
Dea 
inel 
A g 
as |] 
Cha 
and 
kept 
Bib] 
worl 
byte 

















Lesson for October 7 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 








LESSON 1. OCTOBER 7. ABRAHAM, GOD’S PIONEER 
Genesis 11:27 to 13:18; printed text, 12:1-9; 13:14-17 
Golden Text.—He looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.—Heb. 11:10 


KinGc JAMES VERSION 


yen. 12:1 Now the Lorp had said unto Abram, Get thee out 
of t y country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be 


blessed. 


4 So Abram departed, as the Lorp had spoken unto him; 
and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five 
years old when he departed out of Haran. 

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's 
son, and all their substance that. they had gathered, and the 
souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth 
to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 


they came. 


6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of 
And the Canaanite was 


Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. 
then in the land. 


7 And the Lorp appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N PREPARATION for this quarter's 
I lessons, the teacher should read 

through the first six beoks of the 
Bible, thus refreshing the memory and 
gaining a panoramic view of the great 
movements of early history. Some tools 
would be found very helpful. For an out- 
line analysis of the six books I suggest 
G. Campbell Morgan’s “The Analyzed 
Bible,” the first of the three introduc- 
tory volumes. For devotional expositions 
of the Pentateuch, the six volume work 
of C.H.M. is still a standard (Revell). 
A more scholarly work, produced eighty 
years ago, is “The Jewish Church,” by 
Dean Stanley, the first volume of which 
includes the material of our present study, 
A good textbook on archaeology, such 
as Dr, Leonard Woolley’s “Ur of the 
Chaldees” will be found most useful, 
and a Bible atlas should certainly be 
kept at hand. If you are interested in 
Biblical Criticism, you will want Allis’s 
work, “The Five Books of Moses” (Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Pub. Co.). 

For the present lesson, a good devo- 
tional work on Abraham is that by F. 
B. Meyer, “Abraham; or, The Obedience 
of Faith.” A larger work is that by 
J. Oswald Dykes, “Abraham, the Friend 
of God.” Of course you will not want 
to miss the chapter on Abraham in 
Alexander Whyte’s “Bible Characters.” 

(These books, except where the pub- 
lisher is mentioned, will have to be 
found in a secondhand bookstore.) 


seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar 


and curse him that 


unto the Lorp, who appeared unto him. 

8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the 
east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the 
west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto 
the Lorp, and called upon the name of the Lorp. 

9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 


Chap. 13:14 And the Lorp said unto Abram, after that Lot 


was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look 


from the place where thou art northward, and southward, 
and eastward, and westward: 

15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed for ever. 

16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so 
that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall 
thy seed also be numbered. 


17 Arise, walk thrcugh the land in the length of it and in 


the breadth of it: for I will give it unto thee. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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The call of Abram opens the third 
division of the Book of Genesis, accord- 
ing to G, Campbell Morgan. The first 
was Generation (chaps. 1 and 2). The 
second was Degeneration (chaps. 3 to 11). 
This begins the work of Regeneration. 
We are dipping back just about four 
thousand years from cur own time to 
see God's ways in redemption, 


Verse by Verse 

Gen. 12:1.—“Get thee out... unto a 
land that I will shew thee.” The com- 
mand was peremptory and allowed of 
no argument. The separation was to 
be complete, Yet directions were utterly 
wanting. Just a promise, “I will shew 
thee.” Abram was to go out under 
sealed orders. 

Verse 2.—“I will bless thee . . . and 
thou shalt be a blessing.” As if to com- 
pensate for the urgency of the command, 
promise piles on promise. Only the 
blessed can bless, and we are not blessed 
for ourselves alone, but to be channels 
of blessing. 

Verse 3.—“I will bless , . . and curse.” 
This law of blessing and cursing was 
not abrogated with the death of Abra- 
ham. It hclds good today. Remember 
Julius Streicher! (See leading editorial 
in S.S.T., Dec. 31, 1949.) “In thee shall 
all families of the earth be _ blessed.” 
How true this was to be the patriarch 
could never have dreamed. It is being 
fulfilled today by the preaching of the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth (see 
Gen, 22:18). 
4—‘So Abram departed . , . 
Rather 


Verse 
seventy and five years old.” 


International Council of Religious Education. 


late in the day to make a new beginning! 
But obedience to God is the elixir of 
youth, and God gave him a full century 
of Canaan. “And Lot went with him.” 
Faith kindles faith. But Lot never at- 
tained to the vision of his uncle, and 
became more of a grief than a blessing 
to him (chaps, 13:7, 11, 13; 14:12-16; 18: 
17; 19:28). 

Verse 5.—‘‘And into the land of Ca- 
naan they came.” While the original 
call came to Abram in Ur (Acts 7:2), 
the place was not indicated (v. 1 above) 
until he was in Haran (Charran). Was 
Abram waiting for God in Haran, or was 
God waiting for Abram? See in Topics for 
Development, 

Verse 6.—“Unto the place of Sichem, 
unto the plain of Moreh.” About thirty 
miles north of Jerusalem. Sichem 
(Shechem) has been excavated. It is 
in a plain in the midst of hills, Abram 
entered Canaan from the north. 


Verse 7.—‘“Unto thy seed will I give 
this land: and there builded he an altar.” 
Here was confirmation that he was now 
in the Land of Promise, and he re- 
sponded to the divine communication 
by hallowing the spot as a place of wor- 
ship. We are not given to regard sacred 
places, but surely a spot where God has 
specially met with us is _ hallowed 
ground! 

Verse 8.—“Beth-el on the west, and 
Hai on the east.” About twelve miles 
north of Jerusalem. He is still pitching 
tents and building altars—for he is a 
pilgrim. See Hebrews 11:9, 13. 

Verse 9.—‘Journeyed, going on.” The 
margin reads: “Journeyed, in going and 








820 (8) 


journeying.” “Here have we no continu- 
ing city.” 

Chap. 13:14.—“Lift up now thine eyes.’ 
Lot had done this (v. 10) on his own 
behalf, and had made a selfish and fatal 
choice. Abram lifts up his eyes at God's 
command, for blessing, not for cursing. 
Let God choose your inheritance. 

Verse 15.—“To thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed for ever.” Today we are 
seeing that God’s promises do not be- 
come worn out with age. They spring 
to new life in the “fulness of time.’ This 
promise was made to the man who de- 
ferred to the younger and more selfish 
Lot. See Matthew 5:5, 

Verse 16.—“I will make thy seed as 
the dust.” What would a lone man do 
with such an inheritance? God promises 
an ample seed to possess it. See chapter 
22: 17. 

Verse 17.—“Arise, walk.” Abram had 
the freedom of the land even if he did 
not have possession. It was as much his 
as if he held the deed to it all. 


’ 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When God gave commandment to 
Abram to go out, “not knowing,” only 
God knew how much hung on this one 
man’s obedience, for himself, for his 
seed, for the world, and for the whole 
redemptive purpose of God. Only the 
long urfoldings of history have revealed 
what a crisis moment that was. But God 
knew His man (see the first words of 
Gen, 18:19). How little do we know 
how much is involved in the call of God 
to us! If only we could see God’s long 
purpose, surely our hesitations would 
vanish, and we would count all loss as 
gain in view of the great issues (Phil. 
act. 

God loves the obedience of faith. 
There is just no limit to what God will 
do in response to it. He will turn the 
whole tide of history to honor a man 
who will follow Him in the path of faith, 
and will receive him into the noble or- 
der of friends of God (2 Chron, 20:7; 
Isa. 41:8; Jas, 2:23). Abraham stands 
peer in the grand succession, but we can 
think of such men as George Miiller, 
Hudson Taylor, and Martin Luther—and 
the roll is not yet closed. There is room 
for you. 

God also loves the quality of meek- 
ness. Moses in his day was “meek, above 
all the men which were upon the face 
of the earth” (Num, 12:3), and how God 
vindicated him against the murmurs of 
Miriam and Aaron and all others! When 
“God was manifest in the flesh,” He ap- 
peared “meek and lowly in heart,” and 
pronounced a beatitude upon meekness 
(Matt. 5:5). Abram, then, showed the 
spirit of meekness toward mean-spirited 
Lot, giving him first choice of territory, 
and offering no dispute when he grasped 
the choicest lands. But God stepped in 
and gave this meek man a sure title to 
all that eye could scan. We do not need 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
14. September 30.—Enlarging the Chris- 
tian Fellowship. Isaiah 60:1-3; 
Acts 1:4-8; 8:4, 5, 26-29, 35-38; 
Romans 15:14-29 
Next Week’s Lesson 


14.—Jacob Receives the 
Genesis 27:1 to 33:17 


2. October 
Promise 








to fight for our rights if we have God 

with us. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. Abram emigrates with his 
(Gen, 11:27-32). 

2. Abram obeys the call of God (chap. 


family 


12:1-5). 

3. Abram explores the promised land 
(vs. 6-9). 

4. Abram turns aside into Egypt (vs. 
10-20). 


5. Abram deals magnanimously with Lot 
(chap, 13:1-13). 


6. God deals magnanimously with 
Abram (vs, 14-18). 


Topics for Development 


Ur, Haran, Canaan. Mark on a map 
of the ancient world, in the time of the 
patriarchs, the triangular points of these 
three places. Both Ur and Haran were 
centers of the cult of the moon-god. 
Ur is identified as the Mugheir of mod- 
ern times, not far from where the Eu- 
phrates and the Tigris meet. Haran is 
on a tributary of the Euphrates directly 
west of Nineveh. Some believe that the 
call of God came to Abram during his 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW would you divide the Book of 
Genesis in order to emphasize its 
spiritual application? 


2. How many communications did God 
grant to Abraham? 


3. What are the main topics of prom- 
ise in the Abrahamic Covenant? 


4. What directions did Abraham re- 
ceive for his journey? 

5. To what period in Israel’s history 
may Abraham’s sojourn in Haran be 
compared? 


6. What might Haran represent in our 
own spiritual experience? 

7. How altars did Abraham 
build? 

8. What virtues appear most promi- 
nently in Abraham in our lesson por- 
tion? 

9. To what two things did God liken 
the seed of Abraham? 


many 


10. Was Lot’s separation from Abra- 
ham a blessing or a disaster? 


(Answers on page 825) 





September 22, 195] 


residence at Haran, but Acts 7:2-4 makes 
it clear that he received his call while 
still in Ur. The question, then, is 
whether Abram was waiting at Haran 
for further light, or whether he com- 
promised God’s call till after his father 
Terah’s death. C. I. Scofield speaks of 
“the wasted years at Haran.” It may be 
that they offer a comparison with Is- 
rael’s wandering in the wilderness. One 
hesitates to pass judgment in the case 
of such a stalwart of faith as Abram. 
For ourselves, let us not stop at some 
halfway point in doing the known will 
of God. 

The Abrahamic Covenant, There are 
three main items in this covenant: the 
promise of a land, the promise of a seed, 
and the promise of a blessing. Examine 
the Scriptures on these points. 

1. The Land (Gen. 12:7; 13:14, 15; 15:18- 
an; 87:8). 
2. The Seed (chaps. 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 17: 
4-6, 15-21; 22:16, 17). 
3. The Blessing (chaps. 12:2, 3; 18:17, 
18; 22:18), 
After many centuries of Gentile dom- 
ination, the land is again coming into 
possession of Israel. The seed endures, 
despite many attempts to obliterate it. 
And in the Lord Jesus, who came “of 
the seed of Abraham,” the blessing 
promised has spread to all the earth. 
The full realization of the promise is 
yet before us. The preparations for that 
day are surely taking place before our 
eyes, 

There is no end to the lines that could 
be followed here. For instance, use Ro- 
mans 4 in relating the Abrahamic Cove- 
nant to the Gospel. Or consider Abra- 
ham’s three seeds: Ishmael, the seed of 
the flesh; Isaac, the seed of promise; all 
believers, the seed of the Spirit (Gal. 
3:7). 

Personal Applications 

When God says Canaan, He does not 
mean Haran, 

If Christ had stopped halfway to the 
cross, there would have been no re- 
demption. Why should we be satisfied 
with halfway obedience? 

God’s promise, “I will shew thee,” is 
a safer guide than any chart or map, 

Cursing those whom God has blessed 
is dangerous practice. 

Age does not wear out God’s promises. 

The eyes of greed are lifted up to 
their own destruction, but the eyes of 
faith are lifted up to everlasting felicity, 


Golden Text 

Heb. 11:10.—“A city which hath founda- 
tions.” Read with the R.V., “the city 
which hath the foundations,” and com- 
pare Revelation 21:14, 19, 20. Abraham’s 
faith saw afar off, and gave dignity and 
strength to his walk. No atomic bomb 
will ever raze the city of God’s building, 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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Lesson for October 7 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SucGeEsTteD HYMNS 
“Standing on the Promises” 
“T: ust and Obey” 
“Anywhere With Jesus” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.— 
Heavenly Father, we are so grateful 
for Thy loving-kindness toward us, Thy 
protection, Thy provision, and all Thy 
patience with us. We thank Thee for 
the Lord Jesus by whom all the families 
of the earth are blessed, and for all the 
privileges and blessing we enjoy through 
Him. Raise up men and women of faith 





LIKE ABRAM 
TaSs" GOD'S Wat? 


and courage to be Thy pioneers today 
in promoting the great work of making 
Christ known where the Gospel has 
never gone. Show us our part in this, 
and may we rejoice to do it. To those 
who have gone astray from Thee and 
transgressed Thy Law, give repentance. 
Recover Thy Church to purity and 
power. Give us men of unstained lives 
to lead the nations and grant them wis- 
dom, strength, and courage equal to their 
responsibility. Bless Thy Word to us 
now and give us faith to respond to 
the call to be Thine as Abram did. Show 
mercy to the afflicted: comfort the sad; 
forgive our sins: and may Thy Kingdom 
come, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 











After the Lesson.—It was a great day 
for the human race when Abram said 
Yes to God and moved from Ur to go 
where God led and to let God use him 
to found the nation from which the 
Saviour would come into the world. It 
meant leaving a great center of ancient 
civilization to pioneer afar for God, but 
Abram believed God's promise, obeyed 
His call, and went. And what Abram 
did, everyone must do who intends to 
count for God and be a blessing. He 
must cut loose from the old life and go 
out to be what God would have him 
be, do what God would have him do, 
and go where God would have him go. 

When God's call came to Mildred Duff 
of Salvation Army fame, it took her 
from an English home of luxury to a 
Salvation Army slum corps. It took her 
from enjoying personal maid service to 
scrubbing out filth-begrimed meeting 
places. It took her into Gospel preach- 
ing at rowdy street corners and into 
liquor saloons selling War Crys. It cost 
something for a young woman of her 
gifts and background to cut loose from 
the old life of comfort and culture for 
such rugged Christian service, but be- 
cause it was God’s call to her, she 
obeyed. 

Abram could have taken the easy way 
and stayed in Ur, but he never would 
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have been known as the friend of God, 
and we would never have heard of him. 
Mildred Duff could have stayed in the 
luxury in which she grew up, but she 
never would have become the distin- 
guished servant of Christ that she is 
Anyone can go with the crowd, but it 
takes grit and courage born of faith in 
God to make a clean cut with all that 
ties and hinders, and be fully conse- 
crated to Ged. But it is gloriously 
worth all it costs, for at the last it wins 
the “Well done” of our blessed Lord 
Himself. 
VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“So Abram departed, as the Lord had 
spoken unto him” (Gen, 12:4).—Since we 
are to walk in the steps of our father 
Abraham, it becomes us to notice this 
immediate response to God's call. He 
is found in God's hall of fame—as He- 
brews 11 is called—because “when he 
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was called to go out into a place which 
he should after receive for an inheri- 
tance, obeyed: and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went.” 

In modern parlance he went out un- 
der sealed orders, never questioning 
the wisdom of the call. He was indeed 
“God's pioneer.” Many missionaries 
have manifested this pioneer spirit in 
going unquestioningly where they were 
sent. The fact that they were severely 
criticized by some for their faith and 
obedience did not deter them. 

Dr. Robert P. Wilder, the founder and 
for many years the dynamic head of the 
Student Volunteer Movement, once said: 

“When I was working in India, I went 
to a plate near Poona. One Saturday 
night when I entered the hotel dining 
room, I found seated at the same table 
with me a naval officer, an infantry 
major and his wife, and a_ sergeant 
major and his wife. When the conver- 
sation started, the naval officer said: 
‘Why don’t these missionaries stay at 
home, and mind their own business? 
You can get all the converts you want 
at a rupee a head.’ 


8y far The Most Important Bridge / 





“QET THEE OUT OF 
THY COUNTRY, AND 
FROM THY KINDRED, 
AND FROM THY FA- 
THER'S HOUSE, UN- 
TO THE LAND THAT | 
WILL SHOW THEE.” 
(GEN. 1271, RV) 


The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 
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“T replied: ‘Suppose you were ordered 
to take your baitleship to Constantinople 
tomorrow, and I were to ask you why 
you didn’t stay here and mind your 
own business; that there was no sense in 
going to Constantinople.’ 

“The man’s eyes flashed fire as he 
said: ‘I would tell you to mind your 
own business! If we are ordered to go, 
we must go, even if every ship were 
sunk and every sailor killed.’ 

“I said to him, ‘Quite right, my friend; 
and I have marching orders from the 
Divine Government to go and preach the 
Gospel to every creature, and the pri- 
mary question is whether or not I am 
going to obey the last command of my 
Lord.’ ” 

“Unto thy seed will I give this land” 
(Gen, 12:7).—This is the eighth in the 
series of promises made to Abram in our 
lesson: (1) “I will make of thee a great 
nation”: (2) “I will bless thee”: (3) “and 
make thy name great”; (4) “and thou 
shalt be a blessing”; (5) “I will bless 
them that bless thee”; (6) “and curse 
him that curseth thee”; (7) “and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 

All are unconditional; and although 
they have been fulfilled in a measure, 
their complete fulfillment awaits the sec- 
ond advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Certainly God made of Abram a great 
nation: and wonderfully blessed Abram 
personally; and made his name so great 
that there is none greater—as far as man 
is concerned—among Jews, Moslems, and 
Christians. Truly he has been made a 
great blessing to multitudes: and history 
reveals how those who have blessed 
Abram and Israel have been blessed: 
and those who have cursed have been 
cursed (This can be seen all the way 
from Balaam to Hitler!) 

At the present time Israel has but a 
small portion of the land, which in its 
original grent extends from the river of 
Egypt to the Euphrates (Gen. 15:18): but 
in a soon coming day she shall have 
every foot of it. 

The United Nations may imagine that 
its partition of that land is a permanent 
thing; and the Arabs may think that 
they are going to retain a portion of the 
land, but they are both doomed to dis- 
appointment, for just as soon as the clock 
of prophecy strikes the hour, the entire 
land will be given to Abraham's seed 
through Isaac, the son of promise (Deut, 
32:8). 

Believers today are blessed with all 
“spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). (See also 1 Cor. 
3:21-23: Rom, 8:32.) 

“And there builded he an altar unto 
the Lord” (Gen, 12:7).—Abram’s altar 
Was a testimony to the fact that he was 
a worshiper of the true and living God, 
as his tent witnessed to his pilgrim char- 


acter. Believers today are “strangers 


and pilgrims” (1 Pet. 2:11); but we are 
also those who “worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
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have no confidence in the flesh” (Phil. 
3:3). 

We have been at the altar of sacrifice 
and know Christ Jesus as our sin-bearer 
and substitute: now it becomes us to 
build and maintain the altar of praise 
and prayer. “Men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint.” 

A plain seaman stood on watch on the 
bridge of a U.S. battleship hundreds of 
miles out on the Atlantic when a wire- 
less message was handed to him. It 
read: “Little Donald passed away yes- 
terday. Funeral Wednesday afternoon. 
Can you come? Mary.” 

The seaman recalled the smiling face 
of his baby boy as he had left him three 
months before. His only boy—his hope. 
Then he broke, and the captain found 
him sobbing. “What’s the matter, my 
lad?” The seaman stcod at attehtion 
and handed the captain the message. 
“Where do you live?” “Cleveland, Ohio, 
sir.” 

The captain did some rapid figuring, 
and in a moment the wireless of the big 
battleship began sputtering out messages 
to ships in the vicinity. “Full steam 
ahead,” was the order. Soon a gray form 
appeared—a faster ship; the seaman was 
auickly transferred. The second battle- 
ship raced 200 miles until a torpedo- 
boat destreyer came up which had also 
received the wireless, and into it the 
seaman descended. Then full steam 
ahead on the train which left in four 
minutes for Cleveland; and the next aft- 
ernoon, one hour before the funeral, the 
seamsn-father stood looking down on 
his little bey, with the mother and wife 
in his arms. 

Three battleships somewhere on the 
Atlantic had felt the impulse of his 
fatherhood. And shall not God hear His 
own elect who cry day and night unto 
Him? Yes, indeed! Our Captain awaits 
the messages of all who are tossed on 
the high seas of life. “Pray without 
ceasing.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, pioneers have done great 
service to the world—so great that 
there is really no way to estimate it. 
Columbus sailed uncharted seas, seek- 
ing unknown continents: and look, what 
have you? America! His venture is 
comparable to what it would be now to 
start out in a jet-propelled plane to 
land on Mars, one difference being that 
we can see Mars in the distance: Amer- 
ica was invisible from Spain. (However, 
knowing what I don’t know about Mars 
and the perils of the upper, or outer, 
stratosphere, I believe I would take my 
chances with Columbus!) 
David Livingstone penetrated the jun- 
gles into the unknown heart of Africa, 
hazarding the perils of hostile natives 
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and jungle diseases, blazing trails for 
thousands of missionaries to follow, 
carrying salvation to many millions. He 
gave his life. His heart was buried by 
the natives in the village where he died, 
and the remainder of his body rests in 
Westminster Abbey. 

Great scientists in their laboratories, 
like Pierre Curie, with his wife, Marie, 
discovering radium: Louis Pasteur, dis- 
covering the way to destroy germs in 
milk, making it more abundantly avail- 
able for babies, also discovering the 
antidote for rabies; Thomas Edison in- 
venting the incandescent electric light 
and many other new aids to the comfort 
of living—these are they who launch 
out into the unknown and find facts and 
things that lie buried and waiting for 
believing and intrepid souls to come and 
uncover them for the sake of humanity. 

Yet of all these and many other pio- 
neers there is none greater than Abra- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





ARRAHAM, GOD'S PIONEER 
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Lesson for October / 


ham, who by faith, when he was called 
(of God) “to go out into a place which 
he should after receive for an inheri- 


tance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went. . . . For he 


looked for a city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God” 
(Heb, 11:8, 10). Down here, nearly four 
thousand years after Abraham lived, 
fellows, I believe I am under a greater 
debt to Abraham than to any of those 
others. Wonderful as have been their 
achievements, after all, their discover- 
ies can only be profitable to me in this 
life. I can use America, radium, pas- 
teurization, and incandescent lights dur- 
ing the brief term of my human exist- 
ence. Through Abraham and David I 
have Jesus Christ. and through Him I 
have eternal life; for like Zacchaeus, 
about whom Jesus said, “Forsomuch as 
he also is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19: 
9), I, too, am a son of Abraham, and I 
inherit the spiritual blessing which the 
Lord promised to Abraham and to his 
seed. 

Every fellow can be a pioneer in some 
way or in some field. Pioneering is an 
adventure in faith. There are wonders 
yet undiscovered just waiting for some- 
one with the vision and the faith to 
come after them. I like to think (and 
I definitely believe it) that God has a 
particular plan for every life, different 
from any other, and somewhere in that 
plan is a discovery to be made which 
will bless the world, which of course 
also means that the discoverer gets the 
blessing, too. Some miss the plan by 
coveting the achievements of others, or 
by following their own selfish ambi- 
tions. Many miss the plan by failing to 
get directions from the divine planner. 
And here is where Abraham's example 
is so fine. Wherever he stopped, he 
erected an altar. Three times in this 
brief lesson text of fourteen verses (in- 
cluding chap. 13:18) the record states 
that he built an altar to the Lord. It 
was the secret of his great success. It 
will be the secret of yours. 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


A PIONEER FOR GOD 

HIS quarter we are going to study 

the beginnings of the most remark- 
able nation on earth, the nation of Is- 
rael. A great deal of the Old Testament 
is about the Children of Israel, and there 
are many prophecies in it concerning 
them also. A good many of these proph- 
ecies have already been fulfilled. Others 
are being fulfilled before our very eyes. 
There are many proofs that God is the 
author of the Bible. But if there were 
no others, the prophecies in this Book 
that have already been fulfilled would 
be sufficient. For only God can fore- 
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tell the future accurately and in detail. 
During this quarter I want you to watch 
for some of these prophecies. 

Abraham is correctly termed “the 
father of the Hebrew nations,” although 
the name “Hebrew” seems to have come 
from Abraham’s ancestor, “Eber,” who 
was the great-grandson of Shem. Abra- 
ham is one of the greatest of all the 
Bible characters. He lived before the 
first line of the Bible had been written, 
yet he knew and understood God better 
than most people in the world today 
who have a copy of the whole Bible. 

We meet Abraham first in Genesis 11: 
26. Turn there and let us read the rest 
of chapter 11. How many things can 
we learn about Abraham from these 
few verses? (He was the son of Terah. 
He had two brothers. They all lived in 
the city of Ur. His brother Haran died, 
leaving a son named Lot. Abraham 
married Sarah. They had no children. 
Abraham with his wife, his father, and 
his nephew, started out for the land of 
Canaan, but stopped when they were 
not much more than halfway there. At 
Haran, this halfway point, Abraham’s 
father died.) What a lot the Bible tells 
us in a small space! 


Genesis 12 gives us the reason for 
Abraham's emigration from Ur of the 
Chaldees. Read the first three verses 
and find out why Abraham left the 


city where he was born. (Because God 
told him to.) Verses 2 and 3 are proph- 
ecy as well as promise. Look at the 
first part, “And I will make of thee a 
great nation.” In the days of King Solo- 
mon, Israel was the greatest nation of 
the world. “And I will bless thee.” 
God did bless Abraham with wealth and 
power, and best of all with His own 
presence. “And make thy name great.” 
Nearly two thousand years later, in the 
time of Christ, we find the Jews saying, 
“We have Abraham to our father” (Matt. 
3:9). “And thou shalt be a blessing.” 
Abraham in his own lifetime rescued 
two kings and all their subjects. “And 
I will bless them that bless thee.” Ra- 
hab is one of the examples of this. She 
and her whole family were preserved 
because she protected the Israelite spies. 
“And curse him that curseth thee.” In 
Ezekiel 25: 12-14 we read of God's judg- 
ment upon the country of Edom because 
of the way they treated Israel. “In thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 
As Man, Christ Jesus was a descendant 
of Abraham. His coming brought light 
to “every man that conieth into the 
world” (John 1:9). 

Notice the prophetic promise in Gene- 
sis 12:7, “Unto thy seed will I give this 
land.” That has been fulfilled, and it 
is being fulfilled again at the present 
time. 

From Genesis 12:5 we learn that Lot 
came to Canaan with his Uncle Abra- 
ham. In chapter 13 we find the servants 
of Lot quarreling with the servants of 
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Abraham. 


Abraham might have seid, 
“I am sorry I ever allowed you to come 


to Canaan with me. God promised this 
land to me and not to you.” But Abra- 
ham said nothing of the sort. Read 
what he did say in Genesis 13:8, 9. How 
kind and unselfish Abraham was! He 
let his nephew choose the most fertile 
land, and took what was left for him- 
self. Unselfishness always accompanies 
true greatness. 

Now read Genesis 13:14-17, and look 
at another prophetic prcmise. Who was 
going to inherit the land Lot had taken? 
(Abraham.) For how long were his chil- 
dren tc have it? (Forever.) God also 
said that Abraham’s descendants were 
to be as numerous .as the rest of the 
earth. Their number is steadily increas- 
ing today in spite of Hitler, who de- 
stroyed millions of Jews, and others who 
have tried to exterminate them from 
the earth. When I say that the number 
of Abraham's descendants is steadily in- 
creasing, it does not necessarily mean that 
there are more Jews on earth now than 
at any previous time, it means that the 
race is still in existence and every baby 
born into a Jewish family adds one more 
to the number of those whom God said 
would be as numerous as the dust of 
the earth. 

In the beginning of this lesson, I stated 
that Abraham is one of:the greatest of 
all Bible characters. Primarily it was 
his faith that made him great. He be- 
lieved everything that God told him 
and proved that he did so by his obe- 
dience. Let us think over some of the 
great events of his life. First, God told 
him to leave Ur and move to a place to 
which He would direct him. Abraham 
went. Later, God promised him a son 
when, humanly speaking, it was too late 
for him to have one. Abraham believed 
God and laughed for joy. When that 
son was grown God told Abraham to 
offer him up for a sacrifice. Abraham 
remembered that God had said, “In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called,” so he 
knew that if Isaac had to die, God would 
raise him to life again. So once more 
Abraham believed God, and obeyed Him. 

What gave Abraham such tremendous 
faith in God? The answer is simple. 
He took time to get acquainted with 
Him. Abraham prayed to God; he lis- 
tened to God; everywhere he went he set 
up an altar. Abraham knew God, so he 
knew everything that God said was true. 
God told him that the Lord Jesus was 
coming, and Abraham rejoiced that it 
was so (John 8:56). You and I have the 
whole Bible to help us know God. Are 
we taking time to get acquainted with 
Him through its pages and through 
prayer? To know God is to trust Him. 

Assignments: Doris, please be ready to 
tell us the story of Genesis 25:27-34; 
Donna, Genesis 27; Helen, Genesis 29: 


1-14; and Dorothy, Genesis 29: 15-30 
FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Safely to the Other Side—Unto a 
land that I will shew thee (Gen. 12:1). 
A great man once said that of all the 
experiences of his life that he could re- 
member, there was nothing that gave 
him such unmixed joy as when, on a 
crowded street of a great city, a little 
child looked up into his face, put his 
tiny hand in his great one, and said, 
“Take me across the street to the other 
side.” It was an honor to the strong 
man to take that trusting child across 
the street to the other side. Are there 
not streets ahead for you to cross? Is 
there some difficulty that you must meet, 
and do you need a strong arm to take 
you over to the other side? Put your 
hand in the hand of Christ. He is kind 
as well as strong. Simple confidence 
on a dark day will delight His heart. 
With His hand around yours, you will 
be safe. With your hand in His, He 
will be gratified —From L. S., in Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Moody in the Barber Shop.—And thou 
shalt be a blessing (Gen. 12:2). In a 
biography of Dwight L. Moody there is 
quoted a word from the late President 
Wilson, describing the one and only 
meeting he had with Mr. Moody. “I 
was in a barber’s shop sitting in a chair, 
when I became conscious that a person- 
ality had entered the room. A man 
had come quietly in upon the same 
errand as myself and sat in the next 
chair to me. Every word that he uttered, 
though it was not in the least didactic, 
showed a personal and vital interest in 
the man who was serving him. I pur- 
posely lingered in the room after he had 
left, and noted the singular effect his 
visit had upon the barbers in that shop. 
They talked in undertones. They did 
not know his name, but they knew that 
something had elevated their thoughts, 
and I felt that I left that place as I 
should have left a place of worship.”— 
From the Missionary Review. Sent by 
Anna A, Milligan, Glendale, Calif. 


Hitler’s Vain Boast.—And I will... 
curse him that curseth thee (Gen. 12:3). 
During the war of 1939-1945 this story 
went the rounds. Whether it is truth 
or parable I do not know, but I read 
it. In the days of Hitler’s rise to power 
in Germany, he used to go around and 
talk to the people. In his harangues he 
always talked against the Jews, and told 
the people that he was determined to 
exterminate them. During one of these 
harangues, there sat before him an 
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elderly man with a white beard. This 
man was constantly laughing in Hitler’s 
face. Hitler asked him what he was 
laughing at. The old man said: “I was 
thinking that very many years ago there 
was a person that tried to exterminate 
our race, but failed. And today, each 
year, we celebrate that man’s overthrow 
by eating a Matsa cake at our Passover 
feast. Then, many years after that, an- 
other man tried to exterminate our race. 
And each year we celebrate that man’s 
failure and overthrow by eating a cake 
at the feast of Purim, And I was won- 
dering what kind of cake we shall eat 
when we celebrate your overthrow and 
your failure to exterminate our race.” 
—From Arthur Petrie, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by B, M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


“We Walk by Faith.”—So Abram de- 
parted, as the Lord had spoken unto him 
(Gen, 12:4). In the Memorial Hall at 
Harvard University are some beautiful 
sentences frescoed on the walls in Latin. 
But as the workmen painted them, they 
could only put the colors and letters as 
they were told, without understanding 
the wonderful meaning wrapped up in 
them. So we often write our lives in an 
unknown tongue; we can only do as we 
are bidden, but in God’s good time there 
will be read out in some heavenly lan- 
guage a life story we never dreamed of, 
full of glory and blessing.—From “5000 
Best Modern Illustrations,” by Hallock. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Ton- 
awanda, N. Y. 


Heading the Other Way.—They went 
forth to go into the land of Canaan 
(Gen, 12:5). The late Isaac Thompson 
was a puddler in the old iron days. He 
and his Lord found each other in the 
Iron Rose Bible Class, .. . He’s the fel- 
low the boys in the mill, who loved 
him, liked to “have fun with.” Pointing 
to a big, sizzling open hearth furnace 
they cried, “Ike, do you think hell is 
anything like hot old Number Four?” 
Isaac replied, “I don’t know, an’ I ain’t 
a-carin’; I ain't a-headin’ that way!”— 
From William H. Ridgway, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans, 


A Roofless House.—And there builded 
he an altar unto the Lord (Gen, 12:8). 
A Scottish laborer who was a Christian 
man went to work for a farmer who 
was not a believer. The latter was a 
liberal paymaster, but the former stayed 
with him only a few days. He was 
asked by a neighbor why he had left. 
“There was no roof on the house.” The 
Scotsman’s meaning may be found in the 
saying of an old writer, who affirms that 
a dwelling in which prayer is not lifted 
up to God daily is like a house without 
a roof, in which there can neither be 
peace, comfort, nor safety—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 
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Still Under God’s Sky.—Lift up . 
thine eyes, and look (Gen. 13:14). A 
woman who had to leave her home was 
traveling to a different part of the coun- 
try. She cried when she remembered 
what she was leaving behind her, and 
her little boy, trying to comfort her, 
said: “Why, Mother, God’s sky is over 
us yet! It’s going right along with us. 
We shall be all right now!” Let us lift 
up our eyes to God, who will guide us. 
—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by 
M. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

A Friend of God (Gen, 12:1-5; 13:14-17) 

OR pupil expression of the lessons 

this quarter, a social meeting of the 
class might construct scrolls with the 
following number of sheets: Genesis, 6; 
Exodus, 7; (Leviticus, 1): Numbers, 2; 
Deuteronomy, 2; Joshua, 3; New Testa- 
ment, 2; (Psalms, 1, plus an additional 
sheet for each memorized Psalm of the 
class; Proverbs, 1). Very small classes 
may wish to omit the three in parenthe- 
ses, as they have no lesson story. The 
first page of each scroll (except Leviti- 
cus) may be entitled “Verses we know 
in - * (name of Book). Exodus will 
need two pages for verses, if you include 
the Ten Commandments, which are ap- 
propriate memory work this quarter, 
though they will be studied in detail 
six months from now. 

Following the memory verse page or 
pages the historical books, the next sec- 
tion may be entitled, “Stories we know 
in - * (name of Book). Sticky tape 
is satisfactory for fastening the sheets 
of paper together, and attaching to 
dowels or old broomsticks, or even heavy 
paper rolled, for rollers. The known 
Psalms may be copied. Reference to 
the notebook made the second quarter 
will suggest one verse already known 
for the Genesis scroll; and two stories, 
that of Creation, and of Noah, which 
may be briefly written up and copied on 
the second and third sheets respectively 
of the Genesis scroll. 

Our lessons this quarter begin with a 
man whose name begins with the first 
letter of the alphabet. Yes, Abraham. 
(Write his name on the blackboard.) 
You know, the very first of the Ten 
Commandments of God is: “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me” (Exod. 
20:3). In Ur, Abraham’s home city, the 
people, even Abraham’s family, wor- 
shiped other gods (Josh. 24:15). (Show a 
picture, such as the National Geographic 
Magazine, August, 1928, p. 213, which 
may be borrowed from a public library.) 
God wanted Abraham to come away 
from this sin; He even wanted him to 
leave his relatives. God promised him 
these rewards for obeying: (1) he 
should be the beginning of a great 
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nation; (2) he should be famous; (3) 
he should be a blessing to every family 


on earth. Abraham packed up, and 
started following God. Before he died, 
his family was established and they are 
the people we know as the Jews. He 
started a God-fearing family line from 
which the Lord Jesus was to come, and 
the Bible would be made and kept for 
us. Fifteen chapters in Genesis tell about 
this important man, 

(The second quarter notebook will 
suggest a story of Abraham and Lot.) 
After Abraham gave Lot the choice of 
the best pasture land, God made some 
more promises to Abraham: “I will 
give you all the land you can see; 
north, south, east, and west—all of it, 
to you and your children. You will 
have so many children, grandchildren, 
great grands, and so on down the ages, 
that no one can count them all, any 
more than they can count the dust of 
the ground.” Because of these promises 
of God to Abraham, Abraham's chil- 
dren, thousands of them, the Jews, are 
now going back to Palestine from all 
over the world—to Palestine, the land 
God promised them. It is wonderful to 
see this promise from the Bible happen- 
ing right today! 

“Trust in the Lord, and do good” (Psa, 
37:3, Memory Verse). Abraham trusted 
God, and went to a new land. He did 
good to selfish Lot. When Abraham put 
God first and obeved what He said, He 
put Abraham first in that land. in riches, 
and in fame. There may be times when 
boys and girls should leave their group 
to follow God, too: when dirty stories 
are being told, or gossip that isn’t nice. 

On the blackboard compose a brief 
summary of Abraham, to be copied on 
the Genesis scroll. The Memory Verse 
with its reference may go in the Psalms 
scroll. 

ORONO, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


E BEGIN a quarter with the Old 
Testament, taking up the begin- 
ings cf the Hebrew nation, and of course 
the men of that time are prominent. 
Also the children know them all. You 
will have no difficulty in getting pictures 
of all the lessons, and it is good to have 
them. I still have vivid mental pictures 
of Abraham about to slay Isaac, Jacob 
with the ladder reaching to Heaven, 
and Moses with the two tables of stone. 
But the one that made the deepest im- 
pression on my mind as a child was 
Caleb and Joshua staggering along with 
a bunch of grapes hung on a pole be- 
tween them. Be sure to tell the chil- 
dren that those pictures are not photo- 
graphs, but just some person's idea of 
what happened, 
I am wendering if a new approach to 
these well-known lessons would not be 
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a good thing. Use the pictures and tell 
the stories, or let the children help you 
with the stories. Then give each one 
a sheet of paper and a pencil, and let 
them draw their own ideas of something 
in the lesson. 

In this lesson the verses given for our 
Scripture do not carry any possibility 
of illustration by the children, but as 
you tell the story, tell them of the great 
city Abraham left. Some child will draw 
a picture of that city as he thinks it 
was. Of course it will be a modern 
American city. Then you can tell them 
of the beautiful hill country of Judea 
where God made the promise to Avra- 
ham that He would give all the land as 
far as eye could see to Abraham’s chil- 
dren. Some child will draw that coun- 
try. Then Abraham had no son, but God 
told him that he and Sarah would have 
a son. One of the children may want 
to draw the picture of the baby. Of 
course, and again I say it, of course, 
these pictures will be crude, but as the 
child draws them he is getting a lasting 
impression of the story, and as I have 
said many times in this column, chil- 
dren have most wonderful imaginations, 
and the drawing that in no way re- 
sembles a baby to you, looks exactly 
like a baby to the little artist, and what 
is more amazing, often to the other chil- 
dren. And don’t you dare be so lacking 
in artistic appreciation as to ask them 
what their pictures are! Just say, ‘Now 
let me look at it, a real good look. 
Why, that’s And they will 
never wait for your answer, they’ll tell 
you! 

You see, my grandchildren have taught 
me many things. I used to be igno- 
rant enough to ask what their drawings 
were, but I learned better. 

As you tell this story, be sure to make 
plain God’s promise to Abraham, for 
on that promise still hangs the ques- 
tion as to what nation shall have the 
land of Palestine. Many great men have 
tried to settle that question, but it will 
never be finally settled until the Jewish 
people inherit the land God promised 
to Abraham and his children 

Then there are some lessons the chil- 
dren can learn from Abraham, though 
they do not need the lesson of trust 
half as badly as you and I do, for chil- 
dren are naturally trustful, and believe 
what is told them. When God told 
Abraham to leave his country and his 
family, he began to obey. He believed 
God, and left his country, but took his 
kindred with him. And God could not 
give him all the blessing He wished un- 
til Abraham’s father and his nephew 
were separated from him 

The most important lesson for today 
is belief in God. So many are claiming 
to be Christians, and yet not believing 
what God has said in His Word. The 
children should know that the Bible is 
God’s Word, what God said to us. They 
should learn many verses from the Word, 
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and understand them. If any child had 
a letter from somebody he loved, he 
would know it by heart, everything that 
was promised in that letter. The Bible 
is God’s letter to us, so we should know 
wnat is in it. Any child would think 
one was stupid who would not read a 
letter that he received nor pay any at- 
tention to what was said in it. So you 
have no difficulty in getting children to 
accept what God says in His Word, They 
grow up to doubt God, unless they ccme 
to know the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
own Saviour. That should be the end 
and aim of all your teaching Never 
lose sight of the goal: every child for 
the Lord. 

Another thing to notice is that eve: 
when it seemed as if God could not keen 
His word to Abraham, he never aques- 
tioned Him. It is easy to trust God when 
our purse is full of money or there is 
plenty in the bank, when all the familys 
are well, and things are going fine. But 
what about it when thete is no money 
when sickness comes, and it lcoks as il 
everything is going against us? Keep 
right on trusting God! 

FELTON, CALIF, 


we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 820) 


1. Generation (chaps. 1 and 2): degen 
eration (chaps. 3 to 11): 
(chaps. 12, seq.) 

2. Nine (Gen. 12:1-3: v. 7; 13: 14-17; 15 
-21; 17:1-22; 18:1-33; 21:12, 13; 22:1, 2 
vs. 11-18). 

3. A land, a seed, and a blessing. Se 
under “Topics for Development” for re‘- 
erences. 


regeneration 


4. A promise of divine guidance (chap 
12:1). 


5. The wanderings in the Wilderness 


6. A halfway obedience to God's re- 
vealed will, resulting in 
(chap. 11:30). 


7. Four (chaps. 12:7, 8: 13:18; 22:9) 


barrenness 


8. The obedience of faith (chap, 12:4 
See Heb, 11:8), and meekness (chap 
13:8, 9). 


9. Sand (chap, 13:16) and stars (chap 
22:17). 


10. It was certainly disastrous for Lot 
but it doubtless removed all hindranc« 
to God's special dealings with Abrahan 


WHEATON, ILL, 
yw 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun 
day School Times in all department: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms 
subscription, accounting, business, circi- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper 
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Children at Home 


Jimmy Came First 
A true story 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IMMY SMITH was a bad boy. The 

children with whom he played were 
always getting into trouble, and he 
seemed to be the most to blame. The 
neighbors ccmplained of him to his 
mother? but she could not do anything 
about it. They could not complain to 
his father because he did not live with 
the family. Jimmy’s father and mother 
were divorced. When Jimmy was about 
twelve years old, Mrs, Smith got tired 
of the complaints of her neighbors, so 
she moved into the country with Jimmy 
and her younger boy, Billy. 

As soon as the family got settled in 
the new community, they were invited 
to the Sunday school there. Jimmy de- 
cided to go, hoping to find other boys 
to play with. At Sunday school Jimmy 
learned that the Lord Jesus loves boys, 
even bad boys, and wants to make them 
good. Jimmy found out that the Lord 
Jesus died on the cross for his sins. He 
learned Matthew 11:28, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” Jimmy knew 
the invitation was for him because he 
felt the burden of his sins, so he came 
to Jesus and was saved. After that 
Jimmy was a different boy. He really 
wanted to please the one who had died 
for him. He did not want to be a bad 
‘ey any longer. Whenever he realized 
‘hat he had done something wrong, he 
was sorry for it and confessed it to the 
Lord. Then he asked the Lord to keep 
him from doing that sin again. 

“immy brought his younger brother to 
Sunday school every Sunday. He tried 
to bring his mother, too, but she would 
not come. Jimmy read his Bible and 
prayed every day, and he even went to 
the week-night prayer meeting. Prayer 
meetings were held in different homes 
in the community. At prayer meeting 
Jimmy always prayed that his mother 
and father and brother would all get 
saved, so that they might have a happy 
Christian home, 

One evening the prayer meeting was 
held in the Jones home. Jimmy got 
there a little early. In the yard he saw 
one of his old neighbors. She had driven 
out to the Jones’ farm to buy some fresh 
eggs. When Jimmy said politely, “Hello, 
Mrs. Brown,” she was greatly surprised. 
She said to Jimmy, “How you have 
grown!” She could hardly believe that 
he was the same boy who used to be 
such a nuisance. 

After Jimmy had gone into the house, 
Mrs. Brown asked Mrs, Jones all about 
him. She said, “I lived next door to 
him in town, and was I glad when he 
moved away!” 

Mrs. Jones said: “We are glad Jimmy 
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moved out here. He is one of the best 
boys in the community.” 

Mrs, Brown said: “I just can’t under- 
stand it. He used to be the terror of 
the whole neighborhood.” 

Mrs, Jones explained: “Since Jimmy 
moved out here, he has come to Jesus 
Christ and been saved. Now he wants 
to please the one who died for him.” 

Not long after this, Jimmy’s younger 
brother came to Jesus and was saved, 
too. Oh, how happy Jimmy was! He 
said, “If only Mother and Daddy would 
get saved, it would be just perfect!” 

Different ladies from the Sunday 
school had invited Jimmy’s mother to 
come, but she always said she was too 
busy. 

One evening two women called again. 
This time they did not ask Mrs, Smith 
to come to Sunday school. They in- 
vited her to come to Christ. They told 
her how happy they were since they had 
ccme to Him. The Lord Jesus had taken 
away their burden of sin and had given 
them a rest in their hearts such as they 
had never known before. Jimmy sat 
beside his mother listening with shin- 
ing eyes. Then one of the ladies said to 
Mrs. Smith, “Do you believe the Gospel 
story?” 

Mrs. Smith said, “Yes, I am sure it is 
true because my children are so changed, 
especially Jimmy here.” 

Then one of the women _ asked, 
“Wouldn’t you like to come to Jesus, 
too?” 

Mrs. Smith thought a moment, then 
she said, “Yes, I would.” 

One of the visitors said, “Let us tell 
the Lord that.” Jimmy knelt down at 
once and the others followed. 

Jimmy prayed: “Lord Jesus, please 
help my mother to come to Thee. And 
please help Daddy to be saved, too, so 
we can have a real Christian home.” 

Then Mrs. Smith prayed: “Lord Jesus, 
I come to Thee. Please save me, too.” 
And the Lord did. 

The next Sunday Mrs. Smith came to 
Sunday school with her children. How 
happy Jimmy was! He said, “God sure 
does answer prayer!” And he kept right 
on praying for his father, even though 
he had not seen him for a long time. 

Jimmy’s younger brother Billy was 
very fond of horses. Whenever he saw 
a horse, he went up to it and stroked 
it. Horses usually liked him, too. But 
one day, perhaps by accident, a horse 
kicked him in the stomach, and he had 
to be taken to the hospital. Mrs. Smith 
went to the hospital to stay with Billy. 
Jimmy prayed and prayed that his little 
brother might get well again. He knew 
that God answers prayer, but he did 
not know that God had let this happen 
in order to answer his other prayer. 

Billy’s father heard about the acci- 
dent. He still loved his children, so he 
went to the hospital to see Billy. He 
found Mrs. Smith there praying for her 
little boy. Mr. Smith soon realized that 
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his wife was changed. God answered 
prayer and made Biily quite well again. 
After he was taken home from the hos- 
pital, his father came to the house to 
visit him. He found out that the whole 
family was changed. Jimmy begged 
him to come to Sunday school with them 
as soon as Billy was able to go once 
more. And Mr. Smith did. He came 
and listened carefully. He said, “I know 
that the Gospel is true because it has 
made such a change in my family.” Be- 
fore long Mr. Smith came to Jesus Christ 
with his burden of sin. And then Jimmy 
was so happy he did not know what to 
do. 

One day Mr. Smith said to Mrs. Smith, 
“Cannot we start over again, and have 
a Christian home?” 

After a little, Mrs. Smith said, “Yes.” 
So they got married again. This time 
it was in the church building where 
Jimmy had come to Jesus, 

It was a quiet wedding, but it was a 
happy one. Each member of the family 
was happy because he knew that each 
of the others had come to Jesus and had 
the rest in his heart that only Christ 
can give. They knew that this time they 
would have His guidance and blessing 
in their new home. 

After the wedding they had a little 
prayer meeting before the family drove 
away to the father’s home. Everyone 
prayed that they might have a happy 
Christian home. Little Billy prayed, “O 
God, please help my mother and Daddy 
to stay married this time!” 

Jimmy prayed: “Please help us to re- 
turn thanks at every meal, and to read 
the Bible and pray every day. And 
please help us all to go to church to- 
gether.” 

The prayers of both boys were an- 
swered. The Smiths did have a Chris- 
tian home, and they loved to tell others 
what the Lord Jesus had done for them, 
and that He said, “Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.” Several people 
have come to the Lord Jesus because 
Jimmy came first. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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A Prophetic Plant? 
(Continued from second page) 


to do great and glorious things in the 
near future—indeed, He has begun, Our 
particular burden is that we, the Church 
of Christ here in Israel, may not fail 
to show forth His glory. That is what 
Israel needs to see in order to “pro- 
voke them to jealousy”! How little they 
have seen of that in the past, alas! Do 
pray for us.” 

A later letter (Aug. 18, 1951) from Mrs, 
Gibson contains the following: 

“A Hebrew teacher looked up the 
story about the Tzelaff in the Talmud 
and he reports that it runs this way: 
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Gamaliel once told his pupils that when 
Messiah God will give them ‘a 
new bread’ every day. The disciples 
asked how that could be and he replied 
that just as the Tzelaff puts forth a new 
flower every day so will God give them 
‘a new bread’ every day. He says the 
flower is quite common here now, but 
that there was no clear tradition that it 
would be particularly common as the 
days of Messiah’s approach, 

“Another Jewish man acquainted with 
the Talmud corroborates this, so it seems 
safe to conclude that this is correct.” 


we 
A Faith That Sings 


(Continued from second page) 


comes 


and to be full of thanksgiving even when 
life is dark and difficult, for “faith can 
sing through days of sorrow, All, all is 
well.” 

When we possess a faith that enables 
us to smile and to sing in adversity we 
cannot but influence others. Unknown 
to us, others are watching and listening. 
They are noting our bearing, taking 
stock of our conduct and our whole atti- 
tude to life. Others are taking their 
view of Jesus Christ in what they see 
in us, not consciously perhaps, but by 
the secret power of influence which is 
silent and continuous. We cannot insu- 
late the current of our influence on 
others. Our fellows who have difficul- 
ties and temptations like our own are 
listening to our words, are watching our 
faces, to see if we are living a radiant, 
triumphant life. Parents, ministers, Sun- 
day school teachers are especially influ- 


encing young people by their attitude 
to life when in sore distress through 


failure in businesses, ill-health, bereave- 
ment, 

A Shropshire miner went home one 
night to find his little darling daughter 
was dead. In the little Methodist chapel 
that night he was to lead his class meet- 
ing and the members would be waiting 
for him. And so snatching a hasty meal, 
he took his little boy by the hand and 
started for the meeting place. But the 
storm was brewing in his soul, and for 
a moment it seemed as though he would 
suffer an eclipse of faith. But suddenly 
he stopped, and, baring his head to the 
sky while the tears ran down his cheeks, 
he said: 

“Though waves and storms go o'er my head, 
Though strength and health be gone, 

Though joys be withered all and dead, 
Though every comfort be withdrawn, 

On this my steadfast soul relies, 

Father, Thy mercy never dies.” 

The boy never forgot that, and, when 
he became a preacher, he told the story 
and strengthened the faith and thrilled 
the souls of others by its recital. A 
father’s faith will kindle the torch of 
faith in his children and through it 
countless others may be blessed. “I can 
still sing the Doxology,” said a dear old 


servant of God in Charing Cross Hos- 
pital, London, before being wheeled 
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away to undergo a serious operation. A 
faith that can do that cannot but make 
a lasting impression on others who look 
on and listen. 

How can we reach this faith that sings 
in adversity, which is courageous, con- 
fident, when those are full of 
doubt, dismay, despair, because they have 
lost whatever faith they may have had 
in God and in things eternal? Only by 


around 


believing, in spite of everything, that 
God is love; that He “in perfect wis- 
dom, perfect love is working for the 
best” in the lives of those who love 


and serve Him. When Robert Browning 
lost his wife, after sixteen years of ideal 
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/ Cashin on big demand for Religious 
Christmas Cards, 21-Card best-selling 
Midwest Christmas assortment sells for 
$1—pays you up to 50c. Each card with 
Scripture quotation and appropriate illus- 
tration. Samples onapprovai start you sell- 
sng immedi y . .. without experience. 
Also get FR Samples of Name-Imprint 
Christmas Cards, 50 for $1.25 and up. 
CASH for Club Groups 
Get your club group started earning im- 
Show big line of 
s and Everyday Cards 


















ment, Statio 
i—and an easy way 
extra money. 
Special Party Plan, 
Write for details and 
samples today. 
MIDWEST CARD CO., Dept. P-50 
1113 WASHINGTON AVENUE, ST. LOUIS 1, MISSOURT 
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Flood of Noah's time. 


Biblical account. 





He... at last, is the book that clears away many of 


the disturbing uncertainties that surround the workd-changing 


In these fascinating, illustrated pages, Dr. Alfred M. Rehwinkel 
convincingly upholds the truth and reliability of the 


He compounds the Bible, natural science, and common sense 
into satisfying solutions to many of the puzzling questions 
and problems which have long perplexed the serious student 
of Sacred Scripture. Written in a dramatic, popular style, 
THE FLOOD is “must” reading for every high school student, 
every clergyman, every thinking layman. Destined 
for the shelves of church and public libraries. 


SCRIPTURAL 
AUTHORITY 


AND 


NATURAL 
SCIENCE 


March Hand in Hand 
Through The 
i Fascinating Pages of This 
‘| Reliable Source Book! 











Approximately 400 pages 
48 illustrations (some by the 
famous artist Dore) 6 x 9 


Cloth. List Price 
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3558 S. JEFFERSON AVE., ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 
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ATTENTION “Most Marvelous Tract” 

RED words (SIN) blot- 
Personal Workers ted out by Red Sheet. 
2 for 5c Masterpiece tor Soul-Winners 
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45 for $1.00 Grimson Tract Fellowship 
90 for $2.00 
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Publishers of Vine Bovks for over Four Centuries 


“Required reading | 
for the vigilant 


Christian.” 
—LLoyp A. KALLAND, Christian Life 


Christian 
Education in 
a Democracy 


By FRANK E. GaEBELEW, Litt. D. 


“A truly epochal book Itisa 
challenge to all Christian educa- 
tors and Christian leaders, par- 
ents, pastors, missionaries, and 
particularly teachers, to go for- 
ward now into a new era of 
effective Christian education . . . 
Christians will rejoice in the 
clear and uncompromising state- 
ments of the evangelical posi- 
tion.” 

—The Sunday School Times 
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married life, he said, “Thou, God, art 
love, on Thee I build my trust.” While 
we hold fast to our belief in God’s love 
in Christ, to that other world where 
sorrow, suffering, sin, death will be no 
more, and where all life’s mysteries 
will be unraveled, we shall find it pos- 
sible to smile and sing even in life's 
midnight hour when all seems against 
us, “for while in God confiding, I cannot 
but rejoice.” 
w 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 7 


One Great Hour Everywhere 
(World-Wide Communion Sunday) 
(Luke 22:1-20; John 17:20-23) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

NCE again, on the day that is being 
observed in Christian churches in 
many lands as World-Wide Communion 
Sunday, our thoughts are directed, in our 
young people’s meeting, to the origin of 
the Lord’s Supper, and to its meaning 
for us today. The portion of our Scrip- 
ture reading from Luke 22 reminds us 
that it was the Lord Jesus Himself who 
instituted this memorial, and He linked 
it directly with His own body and blood, 
broken and shed, for His disciples and 
for the remission of sins (Matt, 26:27, 
28: Heb, 9:22). Hence it is only those 
who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the unique Son of God, and as the 
one who died upon the cross for the 
sins of the world, and through whom 
alone men can come to the Father, that 
can truly partake of the Lord’s Supper. 
one 
Therefore, when we come to the Lord’s 
Table with this recognition of who the 
Lord Jesus is, there are six principal 
things that the Lord’s Supper should 
mean to us: 
First, the Lord’s Supper should be to 
us a symbol (Matt. 26:28). It is a sym- 
bol of the sacrifice that He made, once 
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The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


A Vital Matter Needing Your Earnest Consideration 


The founder of the American European Bethel Mission (with 50 years of 
missionary experience) recently returned from visiting the mission stations 
in Europe and Israel, Palestine. 

It was by Grace Divine that a home for orphans and other destitute chil- 
dren was recently established at the foot of Mt. Carmel. This institution is 
interd inational, non-sectarian, and thoroughly evangelical. 


THE MAINTENANCE OF THE ORPHANAGE 


This greatly needed institution, like the other branches of the A. E. 


Bethel Mission, is utterly dependent upon the Lord. Therefore, it needs the friendly co-operation 
by prayer and freewill offerings of all Christian friends who are interested in rescuing little children 
and preaching the Gospel of the Messiah to the people of the Messiah. 


COLORED FILMS 


Churches, Sunday schools, and other Christian gatherings would highly appreciate seeing the 
exclusive film in color taken by the founder in Israel and in Europe. 


Write to: Headquarters : 


252 N. Dillon Street - 


Los Angeles 26, California 
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for all, upon the cross for us. The wine 
is a symbol of His shed blood, and the 
bread is a symbol of His broken body. 

But the Lord’s Supper is more than 
merely a symbol. It is also a spiritual 
feast (1 Cor. 10:17; Matt. 26:26). The 
eating of the bread and the drinking of 
the wine in the Communion Service is a 
type of way in which the believer may 
feast upon Christ by faith, and receive 
from Him spiritual nourishment and 
strength. This is not limited to the Com- 
munion Service, but may be a day-by- 
day experience, especially ‘emphasized 
and symbolized in the Lord’s Supper. 

ne 

The Lord’s Supper should be a testi- 
mony (1 Cor. 11:26). By it, we declare 
to all who observe us that we believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and in His 
Sacrificial death for us, 

ge 

The Lord's Supper is a memorial 
(Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:24). We are to 
observe this sacrament in remembrance 
of the Lord Jesus. We are not to for- 
get at any time what He has done for 
us, but in the Lord’s Supper we set 
apart a special time in which to let 
our thoughts dwell upon Him and His 
love for us that took Him even to the 
cross in our stead. 


The Lord's Supper should be a time 
of heartsearching for all believers (1 
Cor. 11:27-29). It is possible, Paul shows 
us, to partake of the Lord’s Supper un- 
worthily. Now there is a sense in which 
none of us is worthy to partake of it. 
Only God's grace—His undeserved favor 
—has brought us into the place of re- 
demption. But the thought that Paul is 
evidently stressing here is that it is pos- 
sible for some to fail to discern, or dis- 
tinguish, between the elements used as 
symbols in the Lord’s Supper and bread 
and wine used under any other - cir- 
cumstance, and thus to eat them un- 
worthily, or even to invite God's judg- 
ment. Therefore, we are warned against 
coming to the Lord’s Table carelessly, 
or with our thoughts occupied with 
other things. And surely this is warn- 
ing also against any who would go 
without sincerely believing in Him as 
Saviour from sin. 

ve 

The Lord’s Supper should be a time of 
expectation for believers (1 Cor, 11:26). 
The Lord commanded through Paul that 
this memcrial be observed “till he 
come.” It not only looks back to Cal- 
vary and what He did there, but it looks 
forward to the time of His coming again, 
when He will bring with Him all those 
who have died believing in Him, and 
when He will transform, in a twinkling 
of an eye, into their resurrection bodies 
all those who are living on the earth 
when He returns (1 Thess, 4: 14-17). 
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Lesson for October 7 


A Conservative Baptist Seminary 
in Denver 


HE Conservative Baptist Theolog- 

ical Seminary, Denver, Colo., was 
started last September. It was or- 
ganized to train young people for 
evangelical Baptist ministry throughout 
the world. It has already attracted stu- 
dents from all parts of the United States, 
Its second year will open officially on 
September 17. 

The appointment of Dr. Carey Thomas 
as acting president of the seminary has 
been announced by Dr. I. C. Peterson 
of Chicago, chairman of the seminary’s 
board of trustees. Dr. Peterson has also 
announced the appointment of the Rev. 
Vernon Grounds as dean. Dr. Thomas 
will replace Dr. William Whittemore of 
Fort Collins, who has served as acting 
president during the past year, while 
Mr. Grounds will replace Dr. William 
Kerr. 

Pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Altoona, Pa., for twenty-five years, Dr. 
Thomas has long been an outstanding 
leader in Christian circles. One of the 
founders of Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, he has been prominent in the 
activities of the National Association of 
Evangelicals, and has held the _ presi- 
dency of the Conservative Baptist For- 
eign Missionary Society. 

Mr. Grounds is a Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of Rutgers University of New 
Jersey. He received His B.D. de- 
gree at Faith Theological Seminary and 
has done his graduate work for the Ph.D, 
at Drew Theological Seminary. After 
serving as pastor in Paterson, N. J., for 
ten years, he joined the faculty of the 
Baptist Bible Seminary in New York, 
where he occupied the office of dean 
from 1945 until now. He will be installed 
in his new position at the Fall Convo- 
cation, 


ve 


Mr. Hoover on Family Worship 





HE following is a letter written Au- 

gust 3, 1951, by Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, to the Christian Home 
League, 822 Oak St., Syracuse, N. Y., 
which sponsors “Family Worship deci- 
sion services in the churches”: 

“May I take this occasion to extend 
best wishes for the continued success 
of the Christian Home League, dedi- 
cated to the fostering of family worship 
and a knowledge of the teachings of God. 

“Such work is certainly in the Ameri- 
can tradition, and necessary for the pres- 
ervation of our land against the forces 
of evil which are seeking its destruction, 
By religious training, the home, the 
foundation stone upon which our coun- 
try is built, will be strengthened and 
both God and our nation will be served. 

“In these days of selfishness, material- 
ism, and greed, our citizens must know 
and understand the principles of Chris- 
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tianity lest chaos and decay result. 
Proper moral training in the home will 
produce men of character and fortitude 
well qualified to lead America as our 
forefathers planned.” 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Ryle’s Expository Thoughts on the 
Gospels. By Bishop J. C. Ryle. (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
4 vols., $4.95 each; $19.75 the set.) Bishop 
Ryle lived and labored for his Lord dur- 
ing the nineteenth century. Converted 
while a student at Oxford University, 
he became a pastor in due time and ulti- 
mately was made first bishop of Liver- 
pool. Scholarly and consecrated, he 
preached effectively and wrote expertly. 

The present volumes are an impressive 
monument to the author's ability. They 
are rich in content, reliable in spiritual 
outlook and emphasis, and noteworthy 
as to their literary quality. They re- 
veal a mastery that is at once a credit 
to Bishop Ryle and a source of satis- 
faction to the reader. 

Volume I contains expository thoughts 
on the Gospels according to Matthew 
and Mark. Volume II covers the Gos- 
pel of Luke. Volumes III and IV are 
given to the exposition of the Gospel! of 
John. There are over three thousand 
pages in all; truly an extensive and in- 
tensive treatment. Taking the chapters 
of Scripture section by section, follow- 
ing their natural divisions, and meditat- 
ing upon them as units of thought, Dr. 
Ryle gives us surprisingly simple devo- 
tional homilies. These are printed in 
large, clear type with twice the usual 
amount of space between the lines. This 
makes for easy reading, and coupled 
with their simplicity and brevity, would 
be most useful for family or private de- 
votions. 

Many readers will doubtless be much 
more impressed by the wealth of explan- 
atory notes supplied by Dr. Ryle. These 
appear in increasing abundance through 
the Gospels of Luke and Jchn. In many 
instances this material, printed in small 
type, exceeds in length the expository 
thoughts. These notes are so good that 
the reaction on the part of the reader 
may well be one of regret that the 
author did not start the set as he ended 
it by supplying the same kind and quan- 
tity of findings for Matthew and Mark. 
Dr. Ryle read from forty to seventy 
different commentaries on each passage 
and much of the best that he read is 
given to us in the present work. But 
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A NEW EQITION OF 


\ Chemist and lis Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it upto 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 8th St., Philadeiphia 5, Pa. 
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“JOHN DEWEY’S EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY has done more 
harm to American young 
people than even John Bar- 
leycorn,” says a public school 
teacher of years of experience. 
Are you equipped to refute 
the fallacies of this subtle 
atheistic influence? 

Read Dr. Buswell’s book ex- 
posing Deweyism. Givecopies 
to your friends, especially the 
teachers of your children. 


Order direct from the author 


— THE PHILOSOPHIES OF F. R. 
TENNANT and JOHN DEWEY, 
over five hundred pages, 
$6.00, postage prepaid if cash 
accompanies order. 

J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 


President 


Shelton (ollege 
340 West 55ru STREET 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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PRICES GO UP OCT. 1 


AND how can we help it? 


Paper, labor, everything is up. But during SEPTEM- 
BER you, your friends, your church members can get 
at the old price those wonderful home magazines THE 
CurisTIAN PARENT, and My Cuum, loved by children 
4 to 14. $2.00 a year. After October 1, $2.50. SO 
HURRY! Address: 


MY CHUM 
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5000 workers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 
greeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
free catalog and price list. 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 

Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 
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Or. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
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want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 
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modernistic churches? Give them 
tracts designed both to answer the problem, 
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What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 

25 cents, postpaid 
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325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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he is more than an echo. He takes occa- 
sion to differ from time to time with 
“taken-for-granted” interpretations, and, 
after quoting from others, proceeds to 
state his own views in orderly and vig- 
orous fashion. One cannot help admir- 
ing his clear thinking and broad knowl- 
edge and, at the same time, his devotion 
to and defense of the inspired Word and 
the incarnate Lord. The simplicity and 
brevity of his expositions, already noted, 
are the more remarkable in view of the 
tremendous amount of material at his 
command as a result of the exhaustive 
and methodical research into which he 
entered. 

These volumes are an “Anniversary 
Edition” reprint of what can safely be 
called one of the most helpful works to 
be had on the Gospels. Anyone who is 
in the process of building a Christian 
theological library, and who has yet to 
obtain “Ryle on the Gospels,” should 
certainly include this set on his “must” 
list. 


Church Officers at Work. By Glenn H. 
Asquith. (The Judson Press, Philadel- 
phia 3; 75 cents, paper.) What is the 
exact responsibility of each of her offi- 
cers in the total work of the church? 
What is the relationship of the various 
official boards and their functions in the 
developing of a program for the church? 
These and other questions having to do 
with the responsibilities and routine of 
church life and work are answered skill- 
fully in this textbook for classes in 
leadership training. It is written by a 
Baptist for Baptists, but there is much 
in its pages of a sufficiently general 
nature to make it useful to pastors and 
laymen of other churches as well. Among 
the -subjects discussed are the work of 
committees, such as_ pulpit, music, 
ushers’, nominating; the work of dea- 
cons and clerk; the work of financial 
officers; and the work of Sunday school 
officers. Churches will profit indeed 
when their leaders study and practice 
the principles set forth in such a prac- 
tical guide. 


How to Speak and Pray in Public. By 
J. Vernon Jacobs. (The Standard Pub. 
Co., Cincinnati 10; 85 cents, paper.) Be- 
ginners in the art of public speech and 
prayer will be glad for this little book. 
Experienced leaders who would like to 
teach others will also be grateful for its 
many helpful suggestions. Plainly and 
interestingly presented, and clearly out- 
lined, the dozen chapters of the book 
were written for the purpose of helping 
inexperienced Christians to overcome 
their fear of speaking and praying in 
public. Anyone who wants to learn how 
to read the Scriptures aloud, pray audi- 
bly in public meetings, make talks, pre- 
side, lead a discussion, and the like, 
will find much practical advice in these 
pages. The proper use of the voice is 
also emphasized repeatedly, with sug- 
gested exercises given at the beginning 
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of each chapter. The treatment of all 
the subjects is commendable, both as to 
content and spiritual tone. 


The Lord Jesus Christ—A Plant of 
Renown. By Leonard Sheldrake. (Should 
be ordered from the author, 3719 Penn- 
sylvania Ave., Kansas City, Mo., $2.) 
One hundred and seventy pages of pre- 
cious meditations are written, as the 
author states, to warm the hearts of the 
people of God in view of the Lord’s re- 
turn. Your library will be enriched by 
the addition of this volume. Your life 
will be sweetened by the sharing of an- 
other’s adoring wonder at the person of 
the Lord Jesus. And surely your love 
for Him will be deepened as you listen 
afresh to His voice, as you’ look anew 
into His face, often with such fresh in- 
sight. Furthermore, as well as being a 
devotional gem, this volume is so full 
of suggestive ideas and guideposts to 
further meditation that it is as quicken- 
ing to the mind as it is inspiring to the 
soul. Finally, this volume can turn a 
half-hearted “hope” in His coming into 
a breathless yearning for that day when 
He shall appear and we shall at last see 
Him whom we love face to face. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 1 to 7 


Mon.—Genesis 11:29-32. 
Beginning a Long Journey. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They went forth 
. from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into 
the land of Canaan; and they came unto 
Haran and dwelt there.” Abraham's 
journey was more than a trip, it was an 
experience with God. He made the jour- 
ney at God’s call, and went onward un- 
der His guiding hand. This God- 
directed venture was an exemplification 
of the life of faith, and believers are 
exhorted to walk in the steps of that 
faith exemplified by the father of the 
faithful. Blessed are all they that walk 
according to the will of God. Pray for 
Belgian Gospel Mission, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 7. 


Tues.—Nehemiah 9:5-8. Abraham’s Call. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art the 
Lord the God, who didst choose Abram, 
and broughtest him forth out of Ur of 
the Chaldees, and gavest him the*name 
of Abraham; and foundest his heart 
faithful before thee, and madest a cove- 
nant with him to give him the land of 
the Canaanites.” The backward view 
is of greater necessity for spiritual profit 
than is generally realized. Nehemiah 


and many others in the Bible looked 
back to trace God’s hand in their his- 
tory. If we go back far enough in 
thought we shall find that our salvation 
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and service began with God. Your call- 
ing! Does it fit in with John 17:5, 6? 
Pray for Mid-Missions, 1120 Chester 
Ave., Cleveland 14. 


Wed.—Hebrews 6:13-20. The Promise. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “God made prom- 
ise to Abraham.” That promise was 
made by God Himself, and confirmed 
with an oath based upon His own name, 
because there is none greater. What 
more can God say to you than He has 
said in the promises of His holy Word? 
His word of promise is as strong as that 
which built the sky. Pray for Eastern 
European Mission, 1166 Diversey Park- 
way, Chicago 14. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 41:8-10. A Friend of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Abraham my 
friend.” Abraham was the first man to 
be called the friend of God. Others 
have had this title since, for Jesus said 
to His apostles, “I have called you 
friends” (John 15:15). And this honor 
is open to all who love the will of God 
and do it from the heart. “Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you” (v. 14). To all such the Lord will 
give sure tokens of His personal friend- 
ship. Pray for the Million Testaments 
Campaigns, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, 
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Fri.—Galatians 3:1-9. A Man of Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Abraham  be- 
lieved God, and it was accounted to him 
for righteousness.” Trust in God’s wis- 
dom, love, and ways was the chief char- 
acteristic of the life of Abraham. All 
he needed to know was what God 
wanted him to be and do, and he re- 
sponded immediately. Many today have 
faith in the Word of God, as regards 
doctrine, but fail God as to His Word 
in matters of behavior. It is easier for 
the mind to consent to truth than it is 
for a man to do the truth. This may 
explain why we have so many professing 
Christians talking like saints and walk- 
ing somewhat like sinners. Are you 
walking by faith? Pray for New York 
Gospel Mission to the Jews, Inc., 149 
Avenue B, New York 9. 


Sat—John 8:51-59. 
The Father of His People. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and 
he saw it, and was glad.” Our Lord 
seen, adored, and loved by Abraham 
(whom He visited on the plains of 
Mamre) was rejected by His children 
when He appeared to them in the form 
of man. Their blindness was due to dis- 
obedience. Abraham obeyed God: but 
Israel, unlike Abraham, lived after the 
flesh instead of after the Spirit. They 
were natural but not spiritual children 
of Abraham; many like them in our day 
have the name, but not the nature. Pray 
for the Gideons International, 212 E. 
Superior St., Chicago 11. 


Sun.—Hebrews 11:1-8. One of the Heroes. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “By faith Abra- 
ham.” Abraham like other men of the 
Bible by faith in God (expressed in 
word and deed) has an honored place 
in God's eternal hall of fame. Great 
honors will be the portion of all who 
honor God in this rebel world. Re- 
ceive, believe, and act upon the com- 
mandments of God, and you will have 
His praise. Pray for Gospel Witness to 
the Deaf, Inc., Box 1097, Minneapolis 1. 
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Holy Land Bible 


. Genuine hand-polished olive 
wood cover, King James Version, com- | 


plete Bible, $4, $5, and $7. New Testa- 


ments, $1.95 and $2.95. Free with 
each purchase—16-page Palestine Pic- 
ture Folder. 

These folders of 16 views of the 
Holy Land also available at 50 cents 
each, or to Sunday Schools at $3.95 
per dozen. 

Write to: REV. WILLIAM L. HULL 
Zion Christian Mission 

Box 1298, General Post Office, New | 

York 1,N. Y. In Canada: Box 27, | 


Toronto, Ontario. 
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Scripture Choruses 


by Robert Harkness 





One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 
Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 
postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadeiphia 5, Pa. 
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Walnut finish. 
Banner Staff. 


(Delivery extra.) 


ULULLILLOLLLLILSLSELIIL aE ETT 





shipped than a 1-piece pole. . 
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Banners by 


Famous for years as a standard of quality. Price includes 
hardwood sticks, cords and gold finish ends. Banners made 
of good quality felt with attractive lettering and designs. 


No. 10 Banner Class. Royal blue or maroon. Size 14 by 20 
75 


No. 15 Banner Class. Blue ‘with “white lettering, gold bor- 

der and open Bible design. Size 17 by 27 inches. 00 

nner Attendance Class. Blue with white let- 

tering and gold border. Size 17 by 27 inches. .00 

No. 17 Banner Oifering Class. Purple with white letter- 
ing and gold border. Size 17 by 27 inches. . 7 

Banner Base. Substantial wood 9% inches in diameter 


Made of hardwood with natural fin- 
ish, 6 feet in length and jointed. More easily 


ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER, OR DIRECT—Catalog free on request 


WM. H. DIETZ, Inc. chicaco’s"itunois 


BA NNI 


“ 


OFFERING 
CLASS 


- «+ $1.85 



































At Moody, experience based on 65 years 
of training young people for Christian 
service is combined with a policy of planning to meet present- 
day needs. In education two unusual and exclusive courses— 
Missionary Technical and Jewish Missions—are offered. The 
constantly growing library now numbers 40,000 volumes. In 
gospel music the Institute is a recognized pioneer. In Christian 
radio \WMBI was the pioneer voice. And Moody has been the 
first and only producer of gospel-science films. 


The latest evidence of Moody’s planned expansion is the new 
women’s dormitory, made possible through special gifts 
designated for this purpose. The 10-story building, to be com- 
pleted this year, will also house a new bookstore and modern 
auditorium. 


Enroll at Moody, the pioneering school, and get the best in 
Bible training. No tuition! Write for illustrated catalog. 
Dept. S 216 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LASALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON, president 
DR. S. MAXWELL CODER, dean 


“Old in years and experience— 
new in facilities and outlook.” 


Houghton Hall, new women's dormitory 
being built through the gifts (designated for 
the building fund) of Christian friends. 
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